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1.  Hills  of the round earth 

One evening, Moko was gazing at the horizon. Thes un had woven thousands of different-

colored rays, in a sky sprinkled with clouds. He noticed, way off in the distance, what the 

elders called the 'Hills of the Round Earth'. "Why do they speak of the round earth?" Moko 

asked himself. 

He wanted to know for sure, so he started walking towards the horizon. 

On the way, an old man stopped him. "Where are you heading, young man?" "I'm off to see if 

the earth is round." The old man looked at him, and smiled. "Naturally, the earth is round!" 

"Take this path, it's the Road of Wisdom."Just follow it and, at the end of your long walk, you'll 

arrive back where you started, having circled it all." Moko started down the Road of wisdom. 

He walked for seven hundred days and slept for seven hundred nights, without ever leaving 

the path. One night, as the sun was weaving its many colors through a cloud-speckled sky, 

Moko spotted his village. "Well!" he said to himself "Here I am home again, without ever 

having turned back." 

"But the trail stayed flat all the way, and I certainly never walked upside down?" Moko 

headed 

 back home, thinking that the elders had tricked him. He decided never to leave his village 

again, and to go on thinking, as he gazed towards the horizon, that the earth was flat. It's 

better that way. 

What shape is the earth ?? 

Do you think that the Earth is square, or maybe like they did long ago, that it's flat? Well it's 

actually a huge round ball. Long ago, the Earth was like a large cloud of pebbles. The bigger 

stones having a stonger pull than the smaller ones. Like magnets, the bigger stones drew the 

smaller ones towards them, until one enormous solid ball was created. 

2.  The secret of the stars  

One night, Moko couldn't sleep. He was looking up at the sky, it was sprinkled with stars, and 

the moon was there in the middle of it, like a bright twinkling smile.  

"Where do stars come from? " he asked himself.  

Suddenly, a burst of light flashed out from behind the mountains. A shooting star. 

 "Hey." said Moko to himself "What if the stars live behind the mountains!" "I should go there 

and find out". And so Moko started off, his 

 heart full of hope. 

The moon, a crescent of light, lit his way. 

But, on reaching the mountain top, Moko was so tired he drifted off to sleep. The morning sun 

rose, then later night returned. Moko slept through it all. A noise awakened him. It was the 

crackle of fire. Moko drew closer, and saw an old woman, blowing on the embers with all her 
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might. Each time she blew on the glowing wood, sparks flew up from it. They climbed up 

towards the heavens and some of them, caught in the breeze, became stars. 

Moko concluded that this woman was making the stars. That night became magical to 

Moko's eyes and to his heart. 

At dawn, descending the mountain, a man pulling a cart stopped Moko. "Where are you 

coming from?" the man asked him.  

"I'm coming from behind the mountain, I saw the old woman who makes the stars by blowing 

on glowing embers!"  

The man smiled and said:  

"There is an old woman who makes a fire at night on the far side of the Mountain, but only to 

boil water to wash the clothes of her children and her grandchildren." 

 Moko told himself that the man didn't know anything about stars, and that he surely was 

talking about another old woman. 

By nightfall, Moko reached his village. He decided that from then on he would only go to 

sleep each night after he'd seen a shooting star, a goodnight gift from the star-maker on the 

other side of the mountain… 

How stars are born, and how they die ?? 

Did you know that, just like us, stars are born, 

live, and then die? Even if the stars live a lot 

longer than us, they aren't eternal. When thnight is very dark, you can see immense clouds of 

gas and dust, we call these nebulae. It's insidethese clouds that stars are born. A star is an 

enormous ball of gas that gives off light when it heats up. After burning for several billion 

years, stars die by exploding. Sometimes, the explosion of a star gives birth to many smaller 

stars. 

3.  The salt  in the sea  

One morning, Moko was gathering driftwood. Suddenly, a strange smell drifted in on the 

wind. Moko eased his nose into the breeze. tilting it up as high as he could. Wanting to find 

out where this strange scent was coming from, he took his dugout and started down the river. 

After a while, Moko arrived at a body of water so big that it filled the horizon.  

"This is amazing!" Moko said to himself. "With all this water, my village would never need to dig 

another“ 

 “Well, or go down river to get drinking water." 

Moko was thirsty and decided to have a drink. But when he tasted the water, it was so salty 

that he had to spit it out. "This is terrible!" he said to himself  

"Someone must've cast a spell on this strange river." "I can't drink this water; it's too salty." 

An old man pulling a dugout passed by. Moko headed over to him.  
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"The water in this river is so salty that you can't drink it." "Someone must've cast a spell on it. 

They might do the same thing to our river!"  

The old man laughed. [laughs] "But this isn't a river, it's the sea!" 

 "And the sea is always salty. It’s used for 

 boats, and for traveling." "Don't worry, the water in our river will always be fresh." And, with 

that, the old man climbed back into his dugout and paddled away. Moko thought about 

what the old man had said, and watched him paddle away until he could see him no more. 

Moko headed back home.  

"How could the old man be so sure of himself?" he wondered.  

Moko decided that a kind sorcerer had cast a good spell on his villages river, so that it would 

never, ever turn salty. 

As Moko drifted off to sleep on the riverbank, he told himself that one day, he'd take his 

dugout and head off to discover what was on the other side of that large sea. 

Why is the sea salty ?? 

As you've probably noticed, ocean water is salty. So, where does the salt in the sea come 

from? Well, the salt that winds up in the ocean has been partly brought there by the water 

from rivers. Yes, river water is salty! If you don't taste the salt in river water, it's because it 

contains very little of it. Each river brings a little salt with it to the ocean, but since there are a 

lot of rivers in the world, all pouring into the sea, the ocean winds up being very salty. 

Salt is made up of tiny particles, called mineral salts, which come from the earth. You've 

probably heard of some of these minerals: sodium, magnesium, potassium and calcium. 

These are all minerals that we find in sea salt 

4.  The missing sun 

One day, the sun was shining down in a cloudless sky. Moko, tired out from the heat, rested 

on the branch of a big old tree. 

Suddenly, the day grew dark, and little by little, the sun started to vanish, as if a large dark 

disc had crossed the sky and erased it. 

Frightened, Moko ran to see his friend, the old wise man.  

"What's happening?" asked Moko. "Why did the sun suddenly vanish in the middle of the 

day?" "I truly don't know," answered the man.  

"Let's go and visit the neighboring villages." "Surely there'll be someone who can give us an 

answer…"  

And so they set forth. Moko was sure that the sun's disappearance was the work of a 

magician. 

They travelled to several villages. Everyone was surprised and frightened by the "night" that 

suddenly appeared in the middle of the day. But no one really knew what had happened. 
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Suddenly, the old man spotted an old woman, who he knew. She was resting under a tree. 

"You, you aren't too worried because you know what's going on, don't you? Tell us." said the 

wise man.  

The oldwoman replied: "All I can tell you is that the sun will return." "I've seen this once before, 

when I was around the young one's age." "They called it an eclipse." 

The old man and Moko returned home.  

"How doesthat woman know the secrets of the sun?" asked Moko.  

"She's very old, and has seen many things." 

 "Look, she was right!" The old man pointed to thesky. The sun was returning. 

Moko told himself that the sun, tired out from it's constant shining, simply needed a little nap 

every once in a while ... 

What is an eclipse ? 

The Earth rotates around the Sun and the moon circles around the Earth. Because of the 

Earth's rotation around the Sun at certain times we receive the sun's light and at other times, 

we don't. Hence, day and night. Depending on its position in relation to our planet, the moon 

appears as lit in different stages: quarter, half, full moon or sometimes 'no moon' if it happens 

to be between Earth and the sun. 

If the moon passes in direct alignment between the Earth and the sun, it blocks out the sun 

either partially or completely. On these rare occasions where the moon is positioned directly 

between the Earth and the sun, we have what we call a Lunar Eclipse. 

5.  The hil ls  of f ire   

One morning, the wind was blowing hard, so hard it swept the ground and shook the trees. 

Sand was swept up, creating an orangy fog that hovered over the whole village. Moko 

stepped outside to witness this strange spectacle. The rainy season was drawing near, and 

Moko couldn't help noticing the dark clouds looming on the horizon.  

"The rain is going to fall!" Moko told himself "I should get shelter under a tree."  

The wind was swirling up harder and harder, and Moko needed the help of a walking stick to 

reach the trees on what the elders called the 'Hill of Fire'. As soon as he'd reached the trees, 

thunder started to rumble. Moko said to himself  

"I'll wait till the rain stops falling, and when it has, I'll head back to the village." 

An old man arrived, helping himself with a large walking stick against the blowing wind. "What 

are you doing out, foolish boy?"  

"I've taken shelter under this tree until the rain passes."  

"We've got to return to the village. The thunder is rumbling, and soon fire will come out of the 

sky."  

"No." said Moko "Only rain will fall."  

The old man drew close to Moko. "Don't you realize we're on the Hill of Fire!" 
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"During each storm, before the rain starts coming down, a tree bursts into flames." "It may be 

the very one we're standing under! Come, help me back to the village." 

On the way, the storm intensified. A lightning bolt streaked across the sky. A tree on the Hill of 

Fire… burst into flames. And Moko started to tremble.  

"I warned you, young man." "The rain is about to fall."  

Those words had barely left his lips when a torrent of rain poured down, and drenched the 

ground. 

Moko told himself that the man must surely be a magician, since everything he'd predicted 

had come true.  

"You did the right thing in listening to me. But it's not magic." "I did nothing more young man, 

than observe nature." Moko decided that with the next storm, he wouldn't leave his village. 

And he preferred thinking that surely the old man must be a magician… because only a 

magician could've predicted so many things. 

What is a thunderstorm ? 

Thunderstorms occur when it's hot and humid near the ground, yet dry and cold up in the sky. 

As a result, enormous clouds called cumulonimbus are formed. These huge, dark clouds can 

produce lightning, violent winds, rain, and sometimes even hail. 

Inside these vast clouds is electricity, just like in a wall socket at home, but when too much of 

it has built up, the cloud rids itself of some by releasing an electrical discharge: lightning. First 

we see lightning zigzagging across the sky followed by the rumble of thunder. When they zap 

down from the clouds, they take the shortest route to the ground, touching objects which are 

closest to them, like the top of houses or trees. That's why you should never seek shelter under 

atree during a thunderstorm! 

6.  The rainy season  

One morning, the sky was thick with clouds. A storm rumbled somewhere off in the distance, 

and Moko sensed that the rains would soon reach his village. 

The first few drops started coming down.  

"It's as if the clouds are sad, and they're crying on the village," He said to himself.  

Moko headed to the village elder's house.  

"Why are the clouds so sad that they cry every year on our village?" Moko asked him.  

"It's the rainy season," answered the elder.  

"Wait until it ends, and you'll understand." 

The days passed, and the rain kept on falling. The water flooded the fields and overflowed 

the river. People stayed in their homes, animals hid in the forest, and Moko waited patiently… 

One morning, the sun finally returned, and the last clouds drifted to the horizon. The elder 

passed in front of Moko, and the young boy said to him:  

"The sun has returned!" "Is it because it went away that the clouds were sad?"  
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"No, my young friend, the true answer lies in the fields." 

Intrigued, Moko headed out into the fields behind the village.  

"This is amazing Moko shouted!"  

The gardens had become magnificent. The millet, the sorghum, and the rice had grown like 

Moko had never seen before.  

"Now I understand," Moko said to himself. "The clouds come to water our fields and make our 

crops grow." 

Moko noticed little clouds in the distance, and he knew that they were off to water other 

fields far away. 

What is the rainy season ? 

In tropical climates, there are only two seasons: A humid one, during which it rains a lot, and 

a dry one, during which it's hot and dry. Seasonal winds called the 'trade winds' are the cause 

of both. In summer, when they blow, full of clouds, from the sea towards the land, they bring 

in the rainy season. In winter, the winds move from inland out towards the sea; that's the dry 

season.  

So, where does the rain come from?  

The sun's rays heat up the ocean's surface and evaporates the water. In the sky, the water 

binds itself to tiny specs of dust to form droplets of water. They are so light, that they stay 

suspended in the air, forming clouds. When they become too big and heavy, they come 

down to earth as rain. 

7.  The colors of the rainbow   

One morning, the rain was falling on Moko's village. After a few hours, the wind rose up and 

blew away the clouds, and the sun was back. Moko went outside, and what a surprise 

awaited him! Huge transparent strips of color rose from the distant countryside, as if 

suspended in the air, linking the ground and the sky. A rainbow.  

"Isn't it beautiful!" cried out Moko. l'm going to go and look at the beautiful colors." Moko 

walked towards the rainbow. He wondered if he might be able to bring home some of the 

colors to give to a friend. It would make a lovely gift. 

Eager to reach the rainbow, Moko picked up his pace. But the closer he got to it, the more 

the beautiful colors disappeared. Before long, the lovely rainbow had vanished entirely. 

His heart saddened, Moko turned away. When he'd almost reached his village, he chanced 

to turn back and look again. What a surprise! The rainbow was back.  

"I don't understand this at all," Moko said to himself.  

"The beautiful colors all disappeared when I tried to get close to them, only to reappear 

when I walk away ?" Moko went off to find the wiseman of the village. 

"How can I," he asked the man, "gather up some of those colors to give to a friend?" The old 

man looked up at the rainbow. He pondered it a moment, then answered: "It's a rainbow." "It 
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can only be seen from far off." "Why don't you invite that friend to come see it with you?" "But 

hurry, rainbows have a way of disappearing."  

It was now Moko's turn to ponder.  

"Alright then, you'll be my friend." "Let's sit down together under this tree and watch the 

rainbow before it leaves". The old man accepted.  

As the colors slowly started to vanish, Moko told himself how lucky they were to have seen the 

rainbow's beautiful show. 

What is a rainbow ? 

After a rainfall, there are still raindrops in the air. They stay hanging there in the sky, as if 

suspended by invisible wires. It's because of these raindrops that rainbows form. When the sun 

comes back out, its rays pass through these droplets of water, which act like prisms, they 

separate the colors of the sun's rays, reflecting them back like a mirror. 

The sun's rays are made up of seven colors, all of which we find in the rainbow: red, orange, 

yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet. The moon sometimes seems crescent-shaped, and 

rainbows are generally 'bow-shaped', hence their name. 

8.  The changing moon 

One night, Moko had decided to observe the moon. It had risen on the horizon, and hung 

mid-sky like a balloon of light, slowly drifting behind the mountains in the distance.  

"How strange," thought Moko, "the moon is usually crescent-shaped." But on this night, the 

moon was so big, that Moko had the feeling it coul almost touch the Earth. 

Moko wanted to know more about the Moon. He started walking towards the mountains. 

"Maybe I can even reach up and touch it," he said to himself.  

But the more he walked towards the horizon, the higher the moon seemed to rise in the sky. 

Moko stopped walking. He told himself that the moon was probably shy, and didn't want 

anyone getting too close to it. He decided to observe it secretly from behind a bush. But, 

tired out from his walk, Moko fell asleep. And the moon continued making its way across the 

starry sky. 

After a couple of hours, Moko woke up. The moon had disappeared! "I should never have 

slept! The moon has run away!" Disappointed, Moko headed back to his village. 

Suddenly, a little crescent of light came into view over a hill.  

"There's the moon again!" cried out Moko. "But it's changed it's shape!" 

 "It's too small, I'll never be able to reach it." 

 Then the Moon changed color. From a silver tinge, it turned to a brilliant gold, like a night-

time sun.  

"The moon doesn't know what it wants to be!" Moko said to himself. 
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Moko continued on his way to his village. Arriving home, Moko saw that the moon was there 

in the sky. It seemed to have followed him. Moko lay down to sleep. Outside his window, the 

moon appeared, as if to keep him company. Moko looked up at his companion,  

"Well, Mister Moon, you certainly like putting on a show, don't you?" 

 "I'm starting to understand why people call you the dancer in the sky…" 

Why does the moon change shape ? 

When the moon is high up in the sky, it appears small but when it descends and we see it 

against the trees and mountains, it seems immense. This is, of course, an optical illusion. If the 

moon seems to change it's position in the sky, or change shape or color, that's because it is 

orbiting around the Earth, while the Earth is orbiting around the Sun. The higher it rises, the 

better it catches the sun's rays, and the more clearly we see it. When it descends, the 

opposite holds true, and we see it less clearly. When the Earth casts no shadow on it, the 

moon appears round and full The opposite holds true when it passes behind us, when the 

Earth's shadow makes it seem to disappear from the sky. 

9.  The hidden spring 

One hot, sunny afternoon, Moko was so thirsty that he felt he could drink the whole river. 

But when he arrived at the riverbank, he got the surprise of his life. The river had dried up! All 

that was left were a few puddles and some patches of mud. 

"Somebody emptied our river!" Moko said to himself. Moko was very upset. The sun was 

getting hotter and hotter, and Moko was getting thirstier and thirstier. 

Moko noticed a man, walking, and holding a strange stick. Moko went up to him.  

"Do you see what happened to our river? "  

"Yes young man, and it's for that very reason that I'm searching here." "Follow me, and you'll 

understand."  

The man pointed his strange stick in front of him, walked, and concentrated. Moko followed 

him. 

Suddenly, the man stopped and said:  

"Here. We must dig here…" Moko started digging into the ground.  

And as if by a miracle, water suddenly started to gush out. "Amazing!" cried out Moko.  

"How did you do that?" [laugh] "I'm what they call a diviner." "With my stick, I ask Mother 

earth - and she tells me where the water is hiding!" 

With those words, the man continued on his way to look for other sources of hiding water. 

Moko continued to drink all that he could. He still didn't understand how the man and his stick 

had done it. One thing was sure, though: even if not a single raindrop fell, Mother earth could 

still be generous, if you knew the right way to ask her. 
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What is a spring ? 

A spring is a place where water comes up from out of the ground naturally. Springs rise up 

from an underground source called the water table. Which is in fact, a subterranean rock 

layer saturated with water, like a soaking wet sponge. The water tables are nourished by the 

seeping-down rains. 

They aren't deep, but they can be vast, and often spread out over thousands of square 

kilometers. If there are no natural springs, the water table can also be reached by digging a 

well. Sometimes, when the underground water is contained under too much pressure, it can 

gush high up into the air, like a fountain. 

10.  The desert wind 

One afternoon, Moko was peacefully sleeping in the shade. Suddenly, the wind picked up, 

carrying dust and leaves from the village trees with it. The wind was growing stronger. Moko 

could hear it whistling in the distance, and the sand swirled up like clouds. 

A man called out: "Get yourself inside, young man, the wind is very strong, it's the Harmattan!" 

Moko wanted to know more. He raised his scarf up over his face and started off in the 

direction of the mysterious harmattan. The more he walked, the more the wind whistled and 

squalled around him. Moko, who could barely see now, wasn't quite sure which way to 

continue. 

"Who's this invisible creature named Harmattan?" he asked himself. "And why does it chase 

away the sand and clouds like this?" Moko, trembled in fear. "Have pity, Harmattan!" he 

called out. "I only came to see what you were!" "Please, I want to go home!"  

But the wind kept blowing harder and harder... and Moko, exhausted, lay down on the 

ground. 

A few hours later, a breeze, gentle and light, awoke Moko. "I wonder" he said to himself, "If 

Harmattan has left?" "Maybe it took pity on me. Maybe it isn't as mean-spirited as I'd 

thought…" 

Moko saw his village, and started off towards it. That evening, the light gentle breeze was still 

with Moko as he gazed at the stars. A few grains of sand swirled above the moon lit dunes. 

Moko told himself that, when it came right down to it, the wind was just an invisible traveller. 

One who passed through his life, but never stopped to stay. 

What is the Harmattan ? 

Because of location, the time of day and the level of sunshine, temperature is never the 

same everywhere on Earth. It is because of these different temperatures that warm air zones 

and cold air zones can sometimes find themselves side by side. Winds are born between 

these air Zones.  

One of these is the Sahara's wind called the 'Harmattan', a very dry wind, but once it 

encounters the trade winds from the Atlantic ocean, it triggers the rainy season. But how is 
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wind created? It begins when warm air and cold air meet. Warm air is by its nature lighter 

than cold air. And, therefore, rises. In so doing, it leaves an empty space, which cold air 

immediately fills. The higher-up warm air then cools and moves downward, just as the warm 

air beneath it rises. This movement creates wind. 

11.  The secret garden  

One morning, it was so warm that the sun, though barely over the horizon, was already drying 

the ground and the fields all around Moko's village. 

Worried that there was no water, Moko went to the village magician's house. "Can you make 

rain, or find water underground for us?" Moko enquired. 

 "My child, what you're looking for, you can find yourself; follow the trail of dunes, it will lead 

you to the sea of sand." "And if you know how to look, you will find." Moko didn't really 

understand what the magician said, but he started to follow the trail of dunes. 

The sun burn down and not a breeze nor a cloud in the sky eased his trip. Moko told himself 

that he probably wouldn't find anything, and he wanted to head back to his village. 

Suddenly, something strange appeared in the distance. Trees surrounding a little pool of 

water. "Hooray!" "I've found it!" "I've found it!" "There's water over there!" called out Moko. He 

started running towards it so fast that he kicked up the sand like tiny puffs of smoke under his 

feet. But after only a few steps towards it, he suddenly saw nothing. Let down, sad and lost 

Moko sat down on a stone and cried. 

A woman passed by, carrying a jug of water on her head. "Why do you look so sad, young 

man?" she asked. “The magician will be upset with me." "I scared off the water and trees in 

the desert by running towards them!" Moko answered. "No, little one!" "You see the water that 

I'm carrying in this jug?" "I got it from over there where your eyes should be looking." And on 

those words, she continued on her way. 

Moko looked in the direction that the woman had told him to, and there it was, there was the 

pool of water surrounded by lush trees. 

He started towards it, slowly this time, never taking his eyes off it, his heart pounding. This time, 

he reached the tiny paradise, and drank it's cool water. 

Before starting back to his village, Moko gathered up leaves from the trees and dropped 

them to mark a trail, so that he could show his oasis to the village. But by his return, the wind 

had blown them all away. Moko decided that it was for the best, and that the desert had 

shared a secret with him. He decided to say nothing about it to anyone, so that his secret 

garden would never disappear. 

What is an oasis ? 

Imagine that you're in the desert, with nothing but sand and more sand in every direction as 

far as your eye can see… Then suddenly, there are palm trees, orange trees, banana trees, 

and citrus trees, all around a pool of fresh, clear Water.  
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That's what we call an oasis. 

An oasis is a spot in the middle of a dry, arid desert, where plants can grow, because there's 

a nearby water-source. Water is an indispensable element to humankind, as well as to plants 

and animal life. It is also thanks to the oasis that life in the desert can be sustained. 

12.  The sand rose 

One morning, Moko went to see his friend, the wise old man who lived at the far end of the 

village. 

He had a lovely garden filled with lovely flowers. Moko could've spent the whole day walking 

through it. "I would like to offer you one of my flowers?" The old man picked a magnificent 

rose and handed it to Moko. "You must take care of it, and water it each day, otherwise it'll 

wilt." 

Moko thanked his friend and headed back home, his heart filled with joy. But on the way, the 

sun was so strong that the flower started to wilt. 

Moko started down towards the river. But the road there was so long and the sun so hot, that 

the rose couldn't bear up against it, and wilted completely. Moko was so sad that he set the 

rose down and cried. 

He cried for a long long time. So much so that he, barely noticed the wind picking up, 

sweeping across the ground, and stirring up the sand. Night fell and the moon rose high. 

Moko was still crying at dawn. His friend, the old wise man happened to pass by. "Why are 

crying, Moko?" "Because the rose you gave me wilted because of me!" "Look down at your 

feet, young one, a surprise awaits you…" 

Moko opened one eye, then the other: Amazing! He discovered that the rose was still there, 

more beautiful than ever. Sparkling and with petals as strong as stone. "It's a miracle." "I'll show 

it to the whole village!" "No, my child." Said the old man. "This is a special treasure, just for you, 

that must remain a secret." "Because this is a sand rose, as rare as water in the desert." 

 Moko thought to himself "The wind must have swept the ground, and brought it out of the 

sand, just for me!" 

Moko guarded his secret treasure. And each night as he gazed at his beautiful desert rose, 

he told himself that the wind must have seen him crying and wanted to make him happy. 

What is a sand rose ? 

As you know, in the desert, it gets very hot during the day, and very cold at night. Beneath 

the sand, there's underground water which we call the water table. Water on the surface of 

the ground evaporates quickly and causes the water table to rise. Sometimes, water mixes 

with the sand to create, ever so slowly, a sand rose. 

A sand rose takes many decades, sometimes even a few centuries, to fully form! It's found 

after the wind sweeps away the deserts surface sand. At which point, all you've got to do is 
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bend over and pick them up. But, be careful, they're very fragile. There are different kinds, 

even different shapes, big ones and small ones, and some even look like roses! 

 

13.  The other end of the world  

For several days, at dawn, Moko would head to the seashore. There, he would watch the sun 

rise up, as if it were emerging from the depths of the sea. 

One morning, his friend, the old wise man, accompanied him. "Tell me, what is on the other 

side of the sea?" "Is it the other half of the world?" asked Moko.  

"I must go see, I must travel!" "Then you should say goodbye to everyone you love..." "And say 

goodbye to me too." "Because, I know not of where you want to go, my boy." 

"I will count on you to return and tell me of your travels." "I'll return, I promise," answered 

Moko. Then he climbed into his boat and started away from the shore… 

Large clouds covered the sky, as if night were falling. The wind picked up. The waves were 

large, and Moko grew scared. "I must be brave, I must see the other end of the world, Moko 

thought." 

The storm worsened. A large funnel of water appeared in front of Moko.  

"Who are you, Sea beast?" "You won't stop me from seeing the other end of the world." "Let 

me pass, I beg you… and I'll tell everyone that you are my friend!" The tornado spun and spun 

around Moko.  

His little boat rose up in the sky, so high that Moko was as frightened as he'd ever been. 

Then, as if carried by a flying carpet, Moko caught the crest of the waves, and the storm 

headed away. Moko's dugout was floating again, as peacefully as a baby's gently-rocked 

cradle. Moko woke up. "Thank you, thank you, sea beast, because of you, I'll see the other 

end of the world." "I'll always be your friend!" he cried out. 

The sea spread out around Moko. And then suddenly on the horizon Moko could see it! And 

immediatly he began to imagine what new adventures were in store for him on the other end 

of the world. 

What is a tornado ? 

Even though at the seaside, the weather is nice, and the water warm. If cold clouds pass 

across the ocean's surface, a tornado can sometimes result. The cloud's air and the water 

starts spinning like a top, very very fast, soon becoming funnel-shaped. The wind inside this 

funnel is blowing so fast, that it can often descend down to the water's surface. 

Ocean tornadoes move very rapidly, but rarely last longer than twenty minutes. And almost 

as soon as it arrives, a tornado dies out, with everything on the beach growing calm and 

peaceful once more. And only then is it safe to go swimming and have fun again! 
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14.  The White Beaches Is land 

The storm had passed, and the sun was shining down through multi-colored rays… Moko, in 

his canoe, approached the shoreline. He wasn't quite sure where he was, but he told himself 

that the country before him must be expecting him, since the waves had accompanied him 

right up to the shore. It was a strange-looking beach… A white beach. 

Surely there's a village nearby, he told himself. 

Maybe everybody's still sleeping, or off working in the fields… And so he set off to look for 

them. The path he followed carried him, step by step, into a world where huge plants with 

strange leaves grew. Moko had never seen anything quite so beautiful… 

But Moko didn't pass any fields or villages along his way, and at the end of his trek, he found 

only another beach that was just as white, bordered by the turquoise sea… No one lives 

here? 

He asked himself with quiet amazement. But what's the purpose of a lovely forest and such 

beautiful beaches if there's no one around to appreciate them? This country must have a 

secret… 

He went over and sat down in the sand to think about it. He thought… And he thought… In 

fact, he thought for so long that soon the sun started to set. Little by little, with all its beautiful 

colors, it slipped down below the horizon. And, close on its heels, came a starry night sky with 

a bright, silvery full moon… 

Moko remembered what his friend, the old man had 

once taught him. Why, I've found a desert island, 

Moko suddenly realized, a desert island in the middle of the ocean. 

And then he fell off to sleep, happy and proud, convinced that he was the first traveler the 

ocean had let discover this secret, unknown place… 

What is an island ? 

An island is an area of land surrounded by water. Islands come in all sizes: From tiny ones all 

the way up to huge ones, the size of whole continents, like Australia. We find them in oceans, 

in rivers, and even in certain lakes. They can be deserted or inhabited. Some islands are 

created by underwater volcanoes. They suddenly appear on the ocean's surface. These are 

called volcanic islands, but most islands have detached themselves from various continents 

a long, long time ago. These are called continental islands. 

Certain islands are only accessible at low tide. 

Others are linked to a continent by a narrow strip of land, and these are called peninsulas. 

And when several islands are beside one another, they form what is called an archipelago. 

15.   The Angry Mountain  

The Angry Mountain. Dawn. Little by little, the sun's first rays spread out across the white sand. 

Moko woke to the sound of a voice as soft as a gentle breeze. It was coming from the far side 
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of the beach. Moko drew closer to it and, circling around a large boulder, he spotted a 

young girl gathering up shells in a large wicker basket. 

She wore a hat like a sand dune, and she had eyes like lovely half-moons. Hello, my name is 

Moko !  

And my name is Meï-Li. I didn't think there was anyone else here. That it was the end of the 

world. 

The end of the world? My village is nearby! Come, I'll take you there. 

Moko followed Meï-Li. Suddenly, they heard a loud rumbling noise. Strange black smoke rose 

up from the other side of the island. Quick! Cried out 

Meï-Li, we've got to warn my village. The mountain is angry. Someone must have gone into 

the forbidden forest… It was me, it's my fault! Cried out Moko. I went there when I first arrived! 

I should go and say that I'm sorry, surely the mountain will understand. 

So Moko took the path that lead back to the forest. Meï-Li trembled with fear. Moko took her 

hand, and lead her towards the mountain. The closer they got, the thicker and blacker the 

smoke was. The heat became more and more unbearable. 

Then they reached the edge of an immense hole, where a strange furnace was boiling, all 

red and orange. Excuse me, mountain, I didn't realize that it was forbidden to enter the forest 

! 

Please don't be angry with the village because of me! 

Then, Mei-Li handed Moko the nicest shell that she'd picked up from the beach. Do what my 

ancestors do, she told him… Give the mountain the nicest thing you have. Moko threw the 

shell as far as he could into the boiling furnace. And then Mei-Li began to sing to it. 

Suddenly, the smoke disappeared, the mountain stopped rumbling. And little by little, the 

boiling inferno… Eased. Your village is saved, Meï-Li! Together we did it! 

Moko decided to follow Meï-Li to her village. He told himself, his heart full of pride, that he 

had now learnt the language of the mountains… From his new friend. 

What is a volcano ? 

Lava, gases, ash and rock are propelled from the center of the earth through a pathway that 

forms underground. That's what we call a volcanic eruption. As these eruptions accumulate 

over time, elements build up on the surface to form a cone roughly resembles an upside 

down ice cream cone. This is a volcano. 

A volcano consists of three parts. The reservoir of magma, the chimney through which it rises 

up to the surface, and the crater, the volcano's 

mouth. 

16.  The l ight at the bottom of the sea 

In Meï-Li's village, the night was peaceful. The sea's waves rolled gently in and almost right up 
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to the foot of the villager's huts. And the moon's pale yellow light washed over the trees, the 

rocks, and the beach. Moko wasn't sleeping… 

He was looking out at the horizon. 

Suddenly, on the water's surface, he spotted what looked like a cluster of colors just under the 

waves. He woke Meï-Li. Come, let's see what this 

is! It looks like the sea is lighting up. 

Moko and Meï-Li took a canoe and headed out and away from the shore. A fisherman said 

to them.  

Where are you going at this hour of the night? 

You're going to scare away the fish I'm trying to catch… We want to find out how the sea 

makes itself light up. The fisherman smiled.  

Children, the reefs around these beaches have many secrets, but it's likely just the moon 

reflecting on the water! 

Moko told himself that the man surely hadn't seen what Moko had seen. Suddenly Meï-Li 

cried out. 

Moko, Moko ! The sea is lighting up! And then they saw, under their canoe, an immense 

beam of color… Spreading its light from one end of the reef to the other. I wonder if all the 

fish are having a big party? Maybe that's why they're lighting up the bottom of the sea! Cried 

out Moko… Let's go in and see for ourselves! Answered Meï-Li. 

And so they dove in, hand in hand, among the fish, following the underwater current towards 

the extraordinary light. 

Never had they seen such a wondrous sight. Little by little, the lights dimmed, then 

disappeared entirely as daybreak came. Moko and Meï-Li rose to the sea's surface, their 

hearts filled with its magic and wonder. They started towards the shoreline in the early 

morning light, convinced that if they kept this special secret… The sea would surely share 

more of her wonders with them. 

What is coral ? 

What is coral ? Coral are tiny creatures that build a hard skeleton around their bodies by 

using rock they get from the bottom of the sea. A coral reef is made up of billions of these tiny 

creatures which, in turn, feed on other microscopic creatures and on algae found in the 

water. 

Coral reefs look like giant underwater gardens, composed of coral of many different shapes 

and of many different colors. Thousands of different species of fish, starfish and shellfish need 

these reefs to survive. Coral isn't found deep in the ocean. Because surface water is better lit, 

we can often see coral's marvelous colors as it reflects sunlight back up… Making it appear 

that this extraordinary colored light were shining up from the bottom of the ocean! 
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17.  Marine currents mystery 

The sun rose, and little by little, the sea's glistening colors returned with it. Slowly, the canoe 

carrying Moko and Meï-Li drew closer to the shore. 

Then suddenly though he was rowing as hard as he could, it became impossible for Moko to 

row any closer to shore. 

Meï-Li, wake up ! Help me row, I can't do it alone. 

And so they both rowed as hard as they could, but, little by little, instead of closer, their 

canoe drew further away from the shore. 

What is the ocean doing to us? Worried Meï-Li. The fishermen once told me that sometimes it 

carries people out so far that they never return… 

Do you think that because we saw its special light last night, it won't carry us back to the 

village ? Moko pondered this a moment. 

Then, he started to shout to the horizon.  

Don't worry, ocean, we'll keep all of the secrets you share with us! We promise. So please, 

won't you bring us back to our village ? 

The sky darkened for a moment, the wind picked up, and then the canoe started to move 

gently towards the shoreline. Moko and Mei-Li rowed with all their might, and soon, helped by 

the waves, they arrived at the shore. 

But where are we? Asked Meï-Li. I don't know this shore, or how to return to my village from it. 

Don't worry, answered Moko. I think the sea wants to show us something. I think that we 

should go exploring… 

And so Moko walked confidently on, convinced that the sea wanted them to explore this 

unknown part of Meï-Li's island… And if they did… It had yet another secret to share with 

them. 

What are marine currents ? 

Marine currents are the flow of water moving within the ocean. There are two types of marine 

currents: Surface currents, and currents deep down in the ocean's depths. Surface currents, 

pushed by the wind, move warm waters from the tropics, towards the colder poles. 

The heat from this water warms up the atmosphere. The water then cools off and grows 

heavier because it becomes saltier, causing it to sink down into the sea's depths, and flow 

back towards the tropics. This water, in turn, cools the atmosphere around it. Marine currents 

help warm up cold areas of our planet… And cool down warmer ones. 

18.  The song of the mountains 

The day was winding down little by little and the last rays of the sun were filtering in through 

the tree branches. Moko and Meï-Li were resting. Above the forest, they noticed the 

mountains. 

Suddenly, an amazing sweet-sound, musical and plesant, filled the countryside. 
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It sounds like the mountain is singing, said 

Meï-Li. Do you think it's calling out to us ? 

Come, said Moko. Let's go and find out… 

And so they started off towards it, following the 

strange and wondrous music. 

Night settled in all around them. Soon, there was only the thin moon to light the road before 

them, and the song of the mountains seemed to fade in 

the distance. 

The mountains are quieting down ! Maybe we've made them angry, said Meï-Li. 

As they reached the rocky foothills, the distant song returned, now almost a deep echo. Meï-

Li wanted to turn around and leave. 

They're the spirits of the mountains, and they don't want us to get any closer. Don't be scared, 

said Moko ! He helped Meï-Li further along the trail. 

At the peak of the rocks, an unexpected spectacle lay before them. Men, seated by the 

dozen, were blowing with all their might into huge tubes in the form of horns around a fire that 

lit up the cliffs. Meï-Li and Moko watched the procession of light and sound, of music and 

song, all night long. Come morning… They had fallen asleep. The men and their strange 

music… Had disappeared. 

A man came upon them, and asked them. What are you doing here? Did you hear the song 

of the mountains? Meï-Li and Moko didn't know what to answer him. You should know 

children, that often our ears hear, and our eyes see… Exactly what we wish them to hear and 

see. Meï-Li and Moko didn't fully understand the meaning of his words, but they decided not 

to tell him of the secret that had been revealed to them the night before. They headed back 

to the village, proud to be guardians of the secret of the song of the 

mountains. 

What is an echo ? 

When we shout out in the mountains, we often hear our words repeated back to us several 

times, as if someone were answering us back. Ohey… Ohey… Ohey… This phenomenon is 

called… An echo. When we speak, or sing, we create sound, which is heard by others. 

Sound is a sort of invisible wave that travels through the air, moving straight across it. 

If this wave comes upon an object in its path, it can't avoid it, and it bounces back off of it. 

The greater the size of the object the sound-wave hits… The stronger the echo will be, and 

the more objects it bounces off of… The more echoes will be created. 

19.  Rain dance 

One morning, Meï-Li brought Moko to the rice fields. The sun lit up the countryside… Moko 

had never seen a sky quite so blue. 

Aren't there any clouds in your country's sky? Ask Moko. 
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Wait until night, and you'll see! The rains will come and dance down onto our village. Moko 

thought that Meï-Li must be kidding him, since there wasn't a hint of a rain-cloud on the 

horizon. 

Wah! I don't see any rain clouds in the sky. You ? 

Suddenly, a strange color… Dark. Yet somehow luminous… Settled in over the mountain. It 

seemed to spread across the village, over the fields, and even over the white sandy beach. 

What's happening asked Moko. Let's go back, answered Meï-Li. We shouldn't stay here. 

But Moko, who wanted to see more, climbed up the hill to get a closer look at the sky. Meï-Li 

implored.  

Come back, Moko, the rain is soon going to come down so hard that it will carry you away ! 

Without warning, the wind picked up and heavy clouds appeared on the horizon. Soon, a 

fine mist spread across the countryside. 

There's nothing to worry about, said Moko. It's just a light drizzle; it will refresh us… 

Suddenly, a powerful rain came down over the whole area, the village, the fields, the 

mountain, and the beach. 

Moko and Meï-Li took cover behind a big rock. I opened my mouth without knowing what I 

was talking about and the sky got angry, said Moko. It's this way every year, Moko, you had 

nothing to do with it! Let's chant for the rain, it loves to dance down onto the ground from the 

sky! And so Meï-Li began a joyous chant, dancing under the rain now falling all around her 

like thousands of watery pearls. 

Finally, little by little, the storm eased, and with that, Mei-Li ended her song. The rain is tired of 

dancing, she said. Let's head back before it starts up again. Moko followed Meï-Li, thinking to 

himself that she must surely be a magical dancer. He told himself that 

the sky had sent all those clouds to them because she was the only one who could dance 

like the rain. 

What is a monsoon ? 

A monsoon is the name for a meeting of winds blowing in from the indian ocean and from 

southern asia. Monsoons are produced because the land heats up quicker than the ocean. 

In the spring, when the weather is nice, land temperature rises, and it becomes warmer than 

the sea's temperature. 

The warm air from the land moves upward in the sky, leaving a zone with less warmer air near 

the ground. Winds, moving from the sea towards land, enter this zone. It's this wind that brings 

with it a monsoon's torrential downpour. The process can last several months, until the sea 

finally reaches the same temperature as the land, and then… It stops. 

20.  The angry wave 

The rain had fallen for many days and nights throughout the land. On this particular morning, 

Meï-Li's village finally woke up to a bright sun-shiny day. Moko had gone down to the beach 
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and was enjoying the calming water, letting himself be rocked by the gentle waves. 

Meï-Li arrived at the beach. Feel like going fishing with me? She asked Moko. Climbed 

onboard a boat that had a sail shaped like the sun. Once they were out at sea, Moko threw 

out the net. The sun's rays glimmered on the water's surface in a thousand tiny reflections. All 

was calm and peaceful. 

Suddenly, Moko spotted what looked like a big hill further out at sea... Look, said Moko, 

there's something strange out there. 

Hurry, let's head back in, said Meï-Li. 

It's a giant wave! It's going to swallow us up… 

The hill of water was growing, little by little, becoming a giant mountain of water, and it was 

headed straight for their boat! 

Moko climbed up the mas and shouted with all his might. Ocean, ocean! Remember that 

you've told us about your tornadoes, winds and currents! And remember that we've kept 

your secrets! At that moment, the little boat was lifted up and carried to the very peak of the 

wave. It was moving now as fast and as high in the sky as any bird ever had. Moko hung on 

with all of his strength… And Mei-Li, below him, didn't dare look down at the ocean. 

The wave kept getting bigger and their boat kept rising up higher with it. It was getting closer 

and closer to the shore of Mei-Li's village. The wave washed over the beach and the forest, 

but then, drew back unexpectedly… Gently setting the little boat down just outside the 

village. 

A man came running up to them. How is this possible ? That wave was so big. It should have 

swallowed us all up! The sea protected us. It never meant us harm, said Moko. The water 

once again grew calm and serene. Moko told himself that the sea, with all her mysteries, 

were often simply misunderstood. Once again, he'd learned to trust it. No matter what… 

Nature seemed to understand his language. 

What is a tsunami ? 

When an earthquake or a volcanic eruption happens under water, it triggers a violent 

reaction in the ocean. An enormous mass of water is displaced, and it moves towards the 

coastline in the form of a huge wave, a tsunami. When the cause of the wave is relatively 

close to shore, the wave can hit the coast in less than an hour. 

But some tsunamis can take up to a full day to travel thousands of kilometers to reach an 

ocean's coastline. 

When a tsunami draws closer to the coastline, the sea pulls back from the shore, returning in a 

giant wave that is capable of wiping out everything in its path. 

21.  The earth wakes up 

The first faint rays of dawn touched the village. Moko and Mei-Li were both deeply asleep. 

Suddenly, a strange sound was heard. A low rumbling sound, muffled and far away, as if a 
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storm was approaching… Underground. 

Then the whole village started to tremble. Come on Mei-Li, we've got to go see what's 

happening, said Moko. Everything around them seemed to be 

trembling. The trees, the houses… The whole countryside. Meï-Li was trembling too, in fear. 

Let's go down to the beach. Maybe we can hide there, she said. 

At the beach, Moko pulled Mei-Li behind a large rock. A fisherman arrived. He didn't seem at 

all worried. Someone's woken up the earth, said Moko. She isn't pleased. 

How can we get her to go back to sleep again ? Don't worry, my child. She'll calm down on 

her own soon enough. That's how it's been around here for a long, long time. And then the 

fisherman continued on, as if nothing were out of the ordinary. 

Meï-Li was still trembling, and Moko wanted to 

console her. Sing, Meï-Li, sing as beautifully as you can, and the earth will surely go back to 

sleep. Meï-Li agreed, and began to do so… With the gentlest of voices. Moko listened, 

his heart and ears were full of wonder. He forgot all about the earthquake and before long, 

the earthquake seemed to forget about being an earthquake, too. Calm and silence drifted 

slowly back again. 

Well done, Meï-Li. You did it! The earth has fallen back to sleep! Moko and Meï-Li headed 

back to the village, convinced that the earth, which slept most of the time, occasionally 

woke up… Not to scare people, but just to hear the songs of those who walked on her 

back… Each and every day. 

What is an earthquake ? 

What is an earthquake? An earthquake, is a tremor in the earth which can vary in its 

degrees of strength. The surface of our planet is made up of numerous and vast sections, like 

the inter-connecting pieces of a huge puzzle. These sections, called plates, float and are 

constantly shifting beneath our feet and under our oceans. 

In certain areas, these plates ease away, then draw closer, sliding and bumping against one 

another. When two plates collide, they can provoke tremors that shake the earth. This is 

called an earthquake. The point from which the earthquake actually occurs is called the 

epicenter. The intensity of an earthquake is measured on a special scale, called a Richter 

scale. 

22.  The inundated plain 

One day, Moko was helping Meï-Li gather up shells. They were both looking for the prettiest 

ones, to decorate the houses in the village. 

We should take a boat, said Moko, and go look on the other beaches. We might find more 

shells there! 

So they headed off to find a fisherman who they knew had a magnificent boat. Can you 

take us to some of the other beaches, so that we can look for pretty shells ? Asked Meï-Li.  
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The fisherman thought this was a good idea… So he raised up the sails on his boat, and the 

three of them sailed off. 

They sailed the coastline of Meï-Li's country, gazing out at the pure blue ocean waves, the 

white sandy beaches, the deep green forest, and the mountains above it. 

The boat headed inland, guided by an ocean passage that snaked its way between the 

dense vegetation and the sheer rock-face of the mountains. Along the route, Moko found 

himself quite dumbfounded; what appeared to be an immense lake stretched out before 

him, between the mountains and the forest. 

It's amazing, said Moko. The ocean has covered up the land, so that the rice can grow. No, 

my child, said the fisherman. It's water from the snow on the mountains that melts, and then 

flows down to our fields. This has been going on for a very long time. 

Moko couldn't help but doubt the fisherman. It was at this point that 

Moko spotted a magnificent shell in the water.  

I believe that the kind sea has come here to water the fields; she's so kind that she's even left 

us a gift. Look at this beautiful shell, said Moko. The sea can't come this far in, my boy, said the 

fisherman. But, no matter…  

The important thing is you found what you were looking for. 

Moko and Meï-Li were happy to have seen so many wonderful places, and to have found 

such a pretty shell! They told one another that surely the sea must know a secret underground 

route, so that it could send its waves this far inland to nourish the crops, the rivers… And the 

fields. 

What is a flood ? 

A moving body of water, a river, a canal or a stream, flows in a dug-out pathway, called a 

bed. 

Sometimes, after strong rains, the water-level rises and overflows the banks, causing what's 

called a flood. Some floods are triggered by mountain snows melting when, the temperature 

rises, causing too much snow to melt too quickly. 

There are also flash floods, when a river suddenly overflows its banks after a big storm or a 

torrential rain. And some floods are caused by rains lasting for months, causing many rivers to 

overflow, as is the case with Asian monsoons. 

When a flood is particularly powerful, the overflowing water spreads out across the land 

alongside the river, causing what's called… An inundation of water. 

23.  The sands of the forest  

The first faint hints of dawn appeared. Little by little, the sun filtered in, its golden rays washing 

over the whole horizon. 

Moko and Meï-Li headed off into the forest to search for some very special plants. Meï-Li 

knew what they had to find. And Moko followed her. 
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The elders use these plants for many things, said Meï-Li: 

Cooking, medicine? They've got real special powers! From a branch she removed a leaf as 

big as a bird's wing, and let it drift off, carried by the forest breeze. Moko followed the leaf as 

it danced its way, back and forth, through the trees. Finally, it landed. 

Moko drew close to pick it up but then suddenly, his feet started to sink down into the ground. 

He tried to free himself, but the harder he struggled, the more he sank. The earth is eating me 

up ! Help! he cried out. 

A voice then spoke out : Careless children! Don't you know that the forest is filled with many 

dangers ? It took me quite a while to find you ! 

Their friend the Fisherman was running towards them. He tossed Moko a rope. Whatever you 

do, don't move. Just hook yourself on, he cried out. 

Moko grabbed hold of the line tightly, and the Fisherman pulled with all his might. 

After a while, Moko's feet were freed. He was saved. I ran after the leaf to catch it, and the 

forest punished me for that, said Moko. The forest had nothing to do with it; it was your 

foolishness! You're in a quicksand area. Now go.  

Head back to the village right away. 

They crossed the beaches, making their way back to the village. Moko was still thinking about 

the forest,and about how jealous and possessive it was, wanting to keep every single leaf 

and plant for itself. He also thought about how lucky he was that the same breeze that had 

blown the leaf away from him had also carried his voice all the way to his friend the 

Fisherman. 

What is quicksand ? 

In nature, there are areas where the ground isn't completely solid. These 

are sandy areas that are usually in particularly humid locations, generally near the sea. 

A water current, often salt water, coming up from underground, moves to the surface sand, 

separating its grains. As the water circulates, the separated grains of sand can't fuse back 

together again. The ground then becomes muddy, like a huge vat of pancake batter. This is 

called quicksand. 

It usually isn't easily noticeable since the sun dries up a thin layer on it's surface , but as soon 

as any weight is put upon it, this thin surface cracks and that weight sinks into the dangerous 

muddy liquid underneath. 

24.  The song of the dunes 

The evening's starry sky cast a pale light over Meï-Li's village. At the edge of the beach, Moko 

sat pondering... He was gazing out at the horizon, and thinking of travel... Meï-Li was close by, 

to keep him company. They listened to the wind in the distance, and, near their feet, to the 

sounds of the water. 
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Suddenly, a loud noise pierced the night air. It was coming from behind the beach, from the 

area around the dunes. Meï-Li was frightened: It's the dragon of the dunes! He wakes up 

sometimes! Moko wanted to learn more about this dragon. Meï-Li followed him. 

As they approached the sandy hills, the sound became so strong it was near deafening... It 

almost sounds like it's moaning, or that it's singing as it cries, said Moko. What's the matter with 

you, dragon of the dunes? The strange wailing continued… Without the dragon ever showing 

itself. 

Let's look around, said Moko, we'll find him sooner or later. Meï-Li was trembling so much that 

she could barely walk. Moko decided to search the dunes alone. 

Meï-Li was frightened he'd wind up devoured by the Dragon, and prayed for him to make it 

back to her safe and sound. It was at that moment that the mysterious growling began to 

fade, until it became almost a tiny song. 

Suddenly, Moko appeared. Don't be frightened, 

Meï-Li, he cried out... There's no dragon. That sound is the sand and the earth singing to each 

other. Meï-Li stopped trembling. She decided to sing as well. 

Moko listened, his heart and his ears filled with a peaceful joy. He told himself that today was 

probably his last one in Meï-Li's land, and that the musical dunes were calling him to travel. 

Though he felt sad to go, he decided to listen there call, and that the first thing in the 

morning… He would pack his bag and leave. 

Where does the song of the dunes come from ? 

In the desert, dunes are formed by billions of tiny grains of sand piled up next to each 

another. 

When an avalanche occurs, these grains slide down against one another, making a noise 

until they reach the bottom of the dune. 

These sounds, though soft, can sometimes resemble the sounds of musical instruments. 

Sometimes the sounds are so loud and imposing that one might think that an airplane is 

passing overhead. We call these dunes: Singing dunes. Only about fifty deserts in the world 

have singing dunes… We have no idea why this is. 

25.  Tears from all  trees  

One particular day, the sun was so strong that Moko and Meï-Li rested themselves in the 

shade of the big trees on the edge of the forest. Meï-Li was thinking about something. Are 

you staying here with me, or must you go back to your own village? she asked Moko. I must 

travel the world until I find the edge of the horizon, he answered. I promised my friend, the old 

man. 

Moko saw a tear run down Mei-Li's cheek. She stood up and started to walk, silently, towards 

the heart of the forest. Not saying another word, Moko followed her. 
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They walked in silence for quite some time. Then suddenly, drops of water fell from the trees, 

like tiny raindrops from the leaves above. 

And the air became hot and humid… Like just before a storm. This reminds me of the rainy 

season ! Why, Meï-Li is so powerful that even the forest cries when she is sad, Moko told 

himself. 

I must comfort her, he decided. He wanted to go and join her… But… She had disappeared. 

Just then, a woman appeared. Where are you going, young one, with such a worried look, 

she asked. To find Meï-Li. She's so sad that she's making the trees cry. The woman smiled, then 

showed him a path. Follow that path without looking back, not once, and you'll soon see that 

her heart will be at peace. 

Moko took the path and walked for a long time, so long in fact, that day was soon becoming 

night. 

I've gotten lost on this road. I'll never be able to find Meï-Li, thought Moko. So he sat down 

against a tree to wait for morning. 

At sunrise, Meï-Li was there. You travelled all the way down this road just to find me! She said, 

smiling.  

Now I know that you like me, so I will not be sad if one day you have to leave here. 

Moko saw that the rain falling from the tall trees had now stopped. He told himself that, with 

Meï-Li happy again, the forest no longer had any reason to cry.  

They returned to the village, promising one another that whatever each of them discovered 

in this world, that one day they would reunite to tell each other all about it. 

Where does forest humidity come from ? 

Forests exist everywhere in the world… But they don't all look the same. Near the equator, 

there are vast forests, with lush, dense vegetation and hundreds of different kinds of trees, 

many of which can be extremely big. It's always hot there, and the days are as long as the 

nights. 

The winds, called the trade winds, coming in from the sea, brings rain with it year round, so 

everything there stays somewhat damp. The huge trees form a kind of ceiling over the forest 

and trap much of the rain's humidity within it. 

That's why we call forests in this area, tropical rain forests. 

26.  The route of the great plains  

One morning, Moko told himself that it was time to leave Meï-Li's country and continue on his 

travels. He headed down to the beach to prepare his boat. The fisherman stopped him.  

If you're heading away, it should not be by sea. You should take the route of the great plains, 

beyond the mountains. And do not forget, my young traveler, that if you want to come back 

to us one day, you must leave behind what is most precious to you. 
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Mei-Li had come along to say goodbye. She held a transparent stone, as clear as a mountain 

stream, and as blue as underwater coral glistening in the sunshine. Here, she said. Take this 

stone, so that you won't forget me. I will come back to you, promised Moko. 

Of all I leave behind… You are the most precious! 

And with that, Moko headed off down the road. 

He crossed the mountains and reached, by morning, the route of the great plains. The horizon 

stretched out endlessly before him. He no longer saw anything up against it. Everything was 

as flat as the sea and as empty as the desert. Moko told himself that the world was so huge 

that any voyage he took to try and cross it would surely take far too long. 

He wanted to turn back. But just as he was about to retrace his steps, the wind picked up, 

and a strong gust knocked him over, and Mei-Li's little stone fell out of his pocket. It was so 

shiny, so perfect, that it made him think of his special friend and her eyes… Like half-moons. I 

cannot give up and turn back, Moko told himself. For all of those I have left behind, I must 

continue so that one day I can return and tell them what lies far away from here… At the end 

of the world. 

And so he continued forward, holding Meï-Li's precious stone tight. High up in the sky, the stars 

and the moon lit his way. Moko's spirits lifted, because he knew in his heart that one morning 

or one evening yet to come, his travels would finally be over, and that he would return again 

to those he loved. 

What are steppes ? 

Steppes, prairies, savannahs, or pampas are regions in the world where the countryside 

resembles immense stretches of dry grass. 

Vegetation there only grows in little clumps; there are very few trees, and where the winds 

there can blow quite harshly. Steppes are generally quite far from the oceans, or are 

protected from them by mountains. 

These areas are very dry and semi-arid, and where the changing seasons are very marked. In 

winter, it's freezing there; in the spring the steppes are covered with flowers; in summer there is 

very little water to be found; and in fall the land can be quite parched. In all of the world, 

there are only a few types of plants which have been able to adapt to these climate 

changes and survive such radical temperature differences. 

27.  The Land of White 

The day was coming to an end, and it was  getting cold. Moko was continuing his journey  

along a road that that seemed to reach out to  the horizon. The wind picked up and Moko 

began  to shiver. I must find shelter where I can spend  the night, he thought. Suddenly, he 

noticed  what appeared to be a cave up ahead. 

At least in there the wind and the cold  won't be able to reach me, he told himself. 

Moko decided that it was in here that he would stop  and spend the night. 
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The next morning, Moko saw something  incredible; something that he could never have  

imagined. Stretched out in front of him was a  carpet made of a white frozen powder that  

covered both the plain and the road. I must have  reached the end of the earth, the very 

edge of  the world ! There is nothing left, not even  the road… Amazed by the white beauty 

before him,  

Moko ventured out into it. 

At that moment, the strange white powder   started to fall from the sky. Oh! thought Moko,  

the sky is covering the landscape. Why would it  do that ?  Does it not want me to find my 

way ? 

Suddenly, Moko noticed footprints that were not  his own. Maybe there are other travellers 

here,  like me, who have also lost their way ? I must  try to find them,  I must find out where  

I am. 

The white powder fell more and more. Moko followed  the footprints, despite the wind and 

the cold. 

Finally, Moko saw the rooftops of little wooden  houses on the horizon. Hurray,  the sky must 

have sent the strange white  Powder, so that I would find this village! 

Moko rushed toward the village, impatient to meet any  traveler who might know the secret 

to this  country blanketed in white. 

What is snow ? 

When the temperature falls below zero Celsius,   water vapour stored in the clouds transforms  

into tiny pieces of ice called ice nuclei, when  they comes into contact with particles of dust.  

These pieces of ice will then grow as they  feed on the cloud's water vapour, and form snow  

crystals. Each and every snow crystal has exactly  six sides, but depending on the 

temperature of  the clouds, they can have completely different  shapes: flat, needle-like, 

columned, or star  shaped. 

When a cloud is filled with these ice crystals,   they start to fall towards the ground. As they  

fall, the crystals come into contact with air  that is warmer which makes them melt slightly   

and then bond together to form… Snow flakes. 

28.  The Burning Fountain 

The wind was making the strange white powder,  that covered the landscape, swirl in the air.  

Moko was walking through a forest of trees  that had very peculiar leaves. As he approached  

the village,  Moko was getting colder and  colder. Suddenly, a young boy appeared. He was  

sliding along the ground and standing on a cart  that had no wheels ! He wore a heavy coat 

made  of wool. 

Hi! My name is Moko! I'm looking for the  edge of the world. Is it here? No. This is my  country. 

My name is Alarick. Suddenly, a noise,  like the scream of a ferocious beast, startled  them. 

Then, a strange cloud appeared along the  edge of the forest. It's the monster of the great  



MOKO, The young explorer 
Episodes 1 - 52 

Une série créée par Arnaud de Buchy et Emmanuelle Reyss © Le Regard Sonore 

cold, said Alarick. He spits out his anger  when anyone goes near him. It is said that he  can 

turn people into statues of ice! 

I can try to speak to him like my friend Mei-Li  taught me, suggested Moko. They climbed onto  

Alarick's cart and approached  the terrifying cloud. The scream was becoming  louder and 

louder. 

All of a sudden, an enormous fountain sprang up  from the ground. It lifted up the cart and  

toppled it over onto the frozen powder. A thick  white cloud blinded the two boys. It was so  

cold  that neither of them could move. Let's  call for help, yelled Alarick. The monster's  breath 

will paralyse us! Struggling against the  cold, Moko took out Mei-Li's stone and  started to sing. 

The cloud cleared away… And the fountain started  to softly spray them with water as warm 

as a ray  of sunlight. Then  the fountain stopped and  disappeared again into the ground. 

Well done Moko!   

You tamed the monster of the great cold! 

They headed back towards Alarick's village. Moko  believe that thanks to his courage and 

the powers of his stone, the monster had transformed  itself into a fountain of warm water in 

order  to welcome him into his new friend's country. 

What is a geyser ? 

A geyser is a hot spring that propels boiling  water and steam. When water from an 

underground  spring comes into contact with rocks that have  been heated by magma, it 

starts to boil. In  its heated state, the water wants to escape the spring and rises to the surface 

through  narrow tunnels. When it reaches the surface,   the water is propelled in the air either 

in its  liquid form or as steam. 

There are two kinds of geysers, the fountain  geyser from which water is propelled due to the  

pressure of a small release passage, and the cone  

Geyser whose gases  bubbles at ground-surface level  creating a large cone of water. 

Geysers are  extremely rare  because they rely on conditions  that are found only in a few 

places on earth. 

 

29.  The magical sky 

Night had fallen and a cold wind blew across  the rooftops. Moko, bundled in a wool blanket,  

was warming himself by a fire that Alarick had  lit. Suddenly, through the window, he noticed  

a strange light in the sky  behind the snowy  mountain. 

Look Alarick! The sky seems strange… The snow  magician is doing that  Though no one has 

ever  seen him! Let's go have a look said Moko. 

They walked along a path behind the village…   
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And climbed up the snowy mountain. Moko wondered,  to himself, if there was anything that 

could  still surprise him  after all that he had seen  during his travels. It was then that a strange  

old man appeared on a sleigh. 

What are you two boys looking for, he asked. We  want to see the snow magician who 

creates lights  in the sky.  

What he creates  is a mystery for humans. But because this  night is special, I will offer you a 

gift. 

The old man had them climb into his sleigh   and, with that, they took off towards the sky… 

What they saw next was an enormous cloud  shimmering with a thousand different colours. It  

was as if they were seeing a rainbow in the  night, like an ocean's waves reflecting  the  

shimmer of a starry night. 

The light spread out to all of the land  and,  bit by bit, its kaleidoscope of colours faded  into 

the dawn. The old man left Moko and Alarick  at the village's entrance…  And disappeared 

as  quickly as he had appeared. 

As they watched the last bursts of daybreak, they wondered if all that they had witnessed 

Had  been but a dream. 

As they returned to the village, Moko assured  himself that they had indeed met the great 

snow  magician who reigns over the night and the  sky, his new friend's country was certainly  

full of magical mysteries. 

What are polar lights ? 

The sun warms us and provides us with light,  but it also sends us small dust particles that  form 

what is called Solar wind. Solar wind is very hot… And blows across all the planets  that orbit 

the sun. The earth is like a huge  magnet. Its magnetic force creates an  invisible shield that 

protects us from solar  wind. 

When small particles of the solar wind  touch  the earth's shield, they light up and  create rays 

that look like huge curtains of green  light. These are the polar aurorae In the  north pole  the 

polar lights are called Aurora. 

Borealis and in the south pole  they are called Aurora Australis.  

We can only see polar lights at night. 

30.  The sun isn't  s leepy 

One day, the sun was shining it's most  beautiful and warmest of sunrays. It was even  melting 

the snow. Moko, who very much liked this  country, had noticed something peculiar about  it 

though. He went to find his friend Alarick. 

It's strange, Moko said. It seems that the night  no longer comes; and the sun no longer sleeps!  

This is the way it is, Moko, answered Alarick.   

The sun will go to sleep one night, don't worry.  
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But Moko doubted Alarick. I must find a way to  put the sun to sleep, Moko said. And  with 

that, he decided to start walking towards  the horizon. 

Moko left so quickly that Alarick didn't even  have a chance to follow him. 

On his way, Moko remembered Mei-Li's song… And he thought that it might lull the sun to 

sleep.  

He started to sing the song.The sun started to  descend towards the horizon, as if it was  going 

to sleep, but suddenly, it climbed back  again to the center of the sky. 

Moko didn't understand. He thought that perhaps the wind was too cold, and that it had 

frozen the  sea and the horizon, preventing the sun from going to sleep. He thought that the 

solution was to build a great fire that would warm up the sky and the ocean. But this seemed 

impossible. 

A Man, on his way to go fishing, suddenly appeared. Do you know what to do so that the sun 

will go to sleep, Moko asked him. The man thought about it And then answered: And you, do 

you know what to do so that your friend will stay with you ? Certain mysteries are not where 

they seem. Then the man went on his way. 

Moko suddenly realized that he had left the village without waiting for Alarick to follow him. 

Moko went back to the village thinking that all of the world's mysteries cannot be solved 

alone, to tackle them, one requires the company of a friend. The sun probably wanted Moko 

and Alarick to be reunited in order to reveal to them, together, why, on certain nights…  It just 

wasn't sleepy. 

What is the midnight sun ? 

Like a top, the earth spins on an axis. But  it doesn't spin completely straight, it is  slightly tilted. 

The earth also rotates around  the sun over the course of one year, but since  it is tilted, the 

sun doesn't light all of the  earth's regions in the same way. 

In regions close to the north pole, in the summer  for a few days, the sun never goes to sleep,   

it rises and falls in the sky, but never  disappears below the horizon. There is daylight all 

through the night and we call  this the midnight sun.  

Inversely, for a few days during the winter in these same regions close to the north pole,   the 

sun never rises. It  is as dark as night all day long and we call this… 

A polar night. 

This same phenomenon happens in the south pole but with Midnite suns in the winter and 

polar nights in the summer. 

31.  The Floating Boulder 

One morning, the cold worsened and was freezing every pond, and every river, to such an 

extent that Moko and Alarick could no longer fish. The surface of the water is as hard as glass! 

Is there somewhere else we can fish? asked Moko. 

The water's entire surface was frozen solid and covered in snow. 
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A Fisherman arrived. My boys! If you are looking for fish, you will have to go as far as the 

frozen rocks by the sea. Go that way. You can use my boat.  

Alarick and Moko followed the path of the frozen river and reached the fisherman's boat, 

tied to a boulder made of ice. Night was falling and the two friends were getting tired. We’ll 

spend the night here, said Alarick. We’ll head for the open sea in the morning. 

At dawn, Moko awoke and was shocked. The boat was drifting along on the water, still tied 

to its frozen rock, surrounded by dozens of other frozen rocks. And one of the enormous ice-

mountains was headed straight for them! This is terrible! 

We'll sink to the bottom of this icy ocean. They began to plead with the ocean with all of their 

might. Please, frozen sea, let us survive, we want to see the edge of the world! 

The wind picked up and the frozen boulder's path suddenly… Shifted. The two friends soon 

found themselves on a calm sea, with no ice in sight.  

Moko believed that he and his friend had so much power over the ocean that the ice rocks 

were really there to protect them. The edge of the world, Moko thought, would surely be 

revealed to them soon. 

What is an iceberg ? 

An iceberg is a block of fresh water ice, not salt water, that has detached itself from a glacier 

or an ice barrier at either of the two poles. It floats and drifts on the ocean. There are icebergs 

of every size and of every shape, flat or shaped like a mountain, tiny or Gigantic.  

Most icebergs are white, but some can be blue, green, brown, or even black. 

Since fresh water ice is lighter than salt water, the iceberg floats. Only a small portion of the 

iceberg is visible above water, with the larger part of the iceberg submerged under water.  

Icebergs can travel thousands of kilometres before melting completely. Icebergs are very 

dangerous for navigation, their sides can easily rip through the hull of a large boat. The most 

famous shipwreck caused by an iceberg was that of the Titanic. 

32.  The Disappearing Sea 

The sea was calm. A few of the sun's rays were shining through the clouds making the surface 

of the water sparkle. Moko and Alarick's boat was slowly drifting along. Moko threw the fishing 

net out as far as he could. All of a sudden a strange white smoke appeared skimming the 

surface of the waves. 

Bit by bit, the smoke clouded over the entire sea and Moko could no longer see anything, not 

his friend, not the boat, not the horizon, nor the sea… Everything seemed to have… 

Disappeared. 

Alarick ? Alarick ? What's going on ? Where is this smoke coming from ? Why is there no fire? 

We must have entered the land of the mists. They are wicked, we must turn back. 
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Moko feared that this evil fog would erase the sea and the sky and that they would not be 

able to find their way through it! Strange shapes and bizarre sounds suddenly surrounded the 

two friends. They both shook like leaves on a branch. 

Suddenly, Alarick had an idea. He took a flute carved from a horn out of his bag and began 

to play a melody so beautiful that Moko couldn't help but think of his home, so far away of  

Mei-Li, and of all the things that he loved most. 

Finally, the mist lifted and he could once again see the horizon, the sea, and his friend's face.  

Well done, Alarick! You did it! Your flute is amazing! 

They approached a calm and protected cove, an ideal spot for them to anchor and fish. 

Moko thought that the sea had merely blindfolded them for a few minutes to keep secret the 

way to the wonderful place they were yet to discover… 

The edge of the world. 

What is fog ? 

Fog and mist are clouds that form at ground-level… Or above the surface of a body of water. 

When it is cold, water vapour from the sky cools down and tiny droplets of water form around 

dust particles that float in the air. 

When we can see through the cloud, we call it a mist. But sometimes the mist cloud is so thick 

that we can't see through it, and this is what is called… Fog. When it is very cold, the droplets 

of water forming the mist-cloud can freeze and create frozen fog. 

As soon as the temperature goes up, the mist and the fog disappear. 

33.  The Tricky Tide 

The cove, where Moko and Alarick's boat was anchored, was very calm. Not a wave on the 

water, nor a sound in the air… 

We can't cast our net here, said Alarick. The water isn't deep enough. Let's find some wood to 

make fishing poles! 

They left the boat and made their way to a small forest where they looked for branches. 

And what a suprise awaited them when they returned! Their boat was beached… And the 

sea was far, far away now… The sea is gone ! We have to do something, said Moko. He 

started walking towards the waves that were quickly fading off onto the horizon. Watch out 

Moko! Yelled Alarick.  

The sea will come back as fast as a galloping horse! Everyone knows that! 

But Moko was already too far to hear. He thought that the sea had no intention of returning 

and  

Moko wanted to talk to it. Ocean, come back!  

Carry us atop your waves so that we can fish! 
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Suddenly, the water started to rise. The waves began rushing in from the open sea towards 

the cove. Alarick came to Moko's rescue and threw him a wooden plank. Use this! and let the 

surf (waves) carry you in! 

Moko, atop the wooden plank skimmed the ocean’s surface towards the beach. Moko was 

safe! 

Well, dear ocean, you're tricky and you get angry quickly! He said to the sea: But, I think that 

you have something you want to teach us ! 

They returned to their boat and threw their nets into the open water near the cove. The fish 

almost leaped into their nets! Moko believes that the sea had come back so that he and his 

friend could have their best fishing day ever! All they had to do was be patient and wait. 

What is the tide ? 

The tide is the rising and falling of the water level of the oceans and the seas. We call this:  

High tide and low tide. This rise and fall of the water level is caused by the gravitational forces 

of the moon and the sun. All planets and stars are attracted to one another, depending on 

their size, but since the moon is very close to the earth, it, for the most part, is responsible for 

the changes in our sea levels. 

The strongest tides happen when the moon and the sun attract the seas in the same 

direction at the same time. This occurs when they are both lined up with the earth either on 

full-moon days, or, when there is a new moon. Depending where you are on the earth, the 

tide can rise and fall up…  

To twice a day. The tides vary in strength in different places on earth. The strongest tides 

happen in Canada in Ungava Bay, in Great Britain on the Bristol Channel and in France in the 

bay of Mount St-Michel. 

34.  The Singing Stones 

On this particular evening, the tide was low. 

Moko and Alarick's boat was beached on the shore. 

Night was falling and the day's colours werefading. Moko and Alarick were contemplating 

thehorizon. 

Suddenly, the two friends heard a peculiar songin the distance, like a long whistling 

sound,that was coming from behind the hills of thefrozen coast. 

Let's go see where that song is coming from! Said Moko. 

They walked along a path that circled a mysterious looking hill. 

Then, in the dusk's light, they discovered a field where hundreds of strange rocks rose from the 

ground like tree trunks. This is the stone forest, whispered Alarick. Where evil winds have turned 

the trees into rocks! 

The whistling song returned from deep within the field, getting closer and closer to the two 

boys. 
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Run! Or we too will be turned into rocks ! cried Alarick. They started running… But the wind 

gusted in front of them and prevented them from leaving. 

The wind was beginning to paralyze them bit by bit. Moko had an idea. Alarick, take out your 

flute and play for the winds! Alarick began playing the prettiest tune he knew. And Moko 

sang, keeping in tune with the whistling of the wind. Very slowly the wind died down… And 

the song of the stones faded away. 

Moko and Alarick were pleased, and very proud, to have stopped the evil winds. They were 

convinced that nature, alive and magical, had let them join in on this particular night in the 

symphony of the singing stones. 

What are the singing stones ? 

When air travels, it produces sound. But whenever it encounters and obstacle, the sound it 

makes changes. The stronger the wind, the louder the sound. 

When the wind meets rocks along its way, it travels through and around all of the spaces 

created by the rocks' shapes. The sound it makes will be different depending on the size of 

the space the wind passes through. The smaller the space, the higher the sound will be. 

When the wind is blowing through rocks, we think that the rocks are whistling, but it's really the 

gusting wind that makes the whistling sound. 

35.  The Snow's Fury 

On this particular morning, hh Moko and Alarick had decided to return to the village. The sea 

was calm and their boat, filled with their plentiful catch, glided across the waves. They 

moored the boat along the rocks, in the same spot where they had first found it. They set off 

for the village. 

The load they carried was heavy, and the cold numbed their faces. Their arms and legs were 

getting tired and they began to slow down. 

We should stop for a bit and get some rest, said Moko. No, answered Alarick. If we do, the 

cold will get us and we will never make it back to the village. 

Moko was getting discouraged. But just then, beyond the great white mountain, they started 

to see the village. Hurray! Yelled Moko, as loud as he could. Suddenly, they heard a terrifying 

rumbling sound. It was coming from the top of the great white mountain. It sounded like an 

earthquake! An incredible white cloud was tumbling down the steep slope of the mountain 

making an awful racket. Alarick pulled Moko as fast as he could into a crack in the rocks to 

use as shelter. The snow htumbled in front of them, crashing down the mountain as fast as a 

galloping horse! 

The mountain will let us survive if we don't say another word, said Alarick. Throughout the 

chaos of the crashing snow, they kept silent. And then suddenly, everything stopped. 

Moko and Alarick made their escape, without making a single sound. But they were barely 

out of the mountain's reach when the avalanche returned to unleash its final fury. This 
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mountain has an awful temper, said Moko. Though he knew that Alarick had saved them 

both, Moko also believed that the avalanche had sparred them in order to teach Moko to 

be a little more silent while in the great white mountain's presence. 

What is an avalanche ? 

An avalanche is an accumulation of snow that separates itself from a mountain and tumbles 

down its sides. There are three kinds of avalanches: an avalanche of fresh powder that is light 

and fluffy. It happens shortly after a fresh snowfall hh and is not very solid. 

An avalanche of wet thick snow that is made up of snow and liquid water. This happens 

when the weather gets warmer and the sun begins to melt the snow. It's not a rapid 

avalanche but it is very solid. And an avalanche of solid blocks of snow. This happens when a 

mountain is covered with different layers of snow. 

When a layer of thick snow covers a layer of lighter snow, it can slide off it and tumble down 

the mountain. An avalanche can be triggered by many different things: a quick and heavy 

snowfall, strong winds, a rapid change in temperature, loud sound or even when the snow is 

disturbed by a skier. 

36.  The White Curtain 

One morning, Moko and Alarick were busy chopping wood for their fire. This particular winter, 

and its cold, seemed never-ending. 

Suddenly, an enormous white cloud appeared from behind the mountain. Where is that snow 

coming from, asked Moko. That is the great white curtain, said Alarick. Let's go inside. We 

don't want to defy it. But Moko, who wanted to know more, dragged his friend towards it. 

The two friends walked for a long time towards the mountain. The wind picked up, and soon 

they were covered head to toe in snow flakes. A woman suddenly showed up yelling: 

children, where are you going? The great white curtain is near. It could swallow you up! 

And she pulled them into a strange circular house made of blocks of ice. When they were 

inside, they heard a terrifying gust of wind. Moko, who wanted to see this great curtain, pulled 

his friend outside. 

Suddenly, a great wall of snow appeared in front of them. It lifted them up into the air like 

leaves. Carried away between sky and snow, they saw the woman on her knees, begging 

the wind. 

They floated up in the air, amongst the millions of snowflakes that fluttered there like butterflies 

and that fell quietly onto the rooftops the fields and the roads, covering everything in a 

blanket of pure white. Then great white curtain dropped Moko and Alarick gently on top of 

the mountain. 

That woman is a magician. She made sure the great white curtain kept us safe, said Alarick. 
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NARRATOR : Back at the village, the snow had stopped and the sun was returning. Moko 

and Alarik could no longer see the strange circular home of their magical friend. Surely she 

and the great white curtain were friends, since only she knew its secret language. 

What is a snow storm ? 

A snow storm is a meteorological phenomenon that combines high winds with significant 

snowfall. In a snow storm, it is practically impossible to see because of the swirling snow. 

It is also very cold during a snow storm because strong winds further decrease the air's 

temperature. 

When a snow storm is short and very localized it is referred to as a snow squall. When a snow 

storm is very heavy and lasts a long time it is called a blizzard. During a blizzard, winds can 

exceed 40 km per hour. 

Snow storms are more frequent the closer you are to either the north pole or the south pole. 

37.  The Ancient Mountain 

It was daybreak and the sun was finally warming the land in Alarick's country. The snow was 

melting quickly and the mountain was shedding its white blanket. Moko imagined that he 

would soon be on his way to continue his quest for the edge of the world. 

Suddenly, a delicate perfume interrupted his thoughts. An old woman arrived, carrying a 

basket filled with colourful fruits and flowers that smelled as good as his friend the old wise 

man's roses. Where did you find all of this? he asked her. On the ancient mountain, just there. 

The time of fruits and flowers has returned. 

We must take advantage of it while it is here because it will not last long. But where is this 

ancient mountain, asked Moko. The best discoveries are those we make ourselves, my dear 

boy. We must find this place! Come, let's go. 

They began to walk towards the mountain. Bit by bit, their hope faded. All that they could 

see along the rocky path, was dried up shrubs. 

There isn't anything here! There are no flowers or fruit anywhere on this mountain! The old 

woman lied to us. 

Suddenly, fields of colorful flowers stretched out in front of them like a rainbow. Trees, plants, 

and streams covered a small hill that was as green as an emerald. Hurray! We found the 

magical place ! 

Moko and Alarik picked the fruits and the flowers, but couldn't understand how such a small 

hill could be richer and more plentiful than an enormous mountain. Surely,they had to grow 

old themselves to one day understand. 

What is erosion ? 

Erosion is a transformation of the earth's surface due to climactic conditions. It is a very slow 

process, that happens over millions of years. Rocks, even the hardest, are not indestructible 
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and are worn away by different natural phenomena over time. Wind tears off little bits of rock 

and boulders. Water from rivers digs into the ground and through mountains. Rain, as it falls, 

damages the ground little by little. 

Waves eat away at beaches and cliffs. Amd ice and cold make rock and stones more 

fragile. 

Erosion can, over tens of millions of years, flatten mountains, dig out deep valleys, and force 

cliffs to recede. 

38.  Ever-Changing Land 

The warmth of spring had returned and nature was waking, each day more beautiful, 

flooding the land with colour. Alarick was looking at the horizon, his heart filled with sadness. 

This good weather urges you to travel, Moko. You must continue your journey. You promised 

your friend you'd find the edge of the world! 

Moko was surprised. It had all but skipped his mind entirely. Now that the cold has finally 

gone, I can stay and enjoy these beautiful days for as long as I like, said Moko. Then suddenly 

Moko realised that Alarik wasn't there any more. 

Moko followed the path along the river, hoping to find him. He came across an old man: if 

you are looking for your friend, you should know that he is preparing your upcoming journey... 

No, I want to stay, it's not time yet, said Moko as he continued walking. The old man's voice 

rang out from behind him: then enjoy the warmth, my boy. Because the cold will return one 

day! 

As he walked, Moko studied the land around him, the sky, the earth, the sun, the moon, and 

the leaves as they danced in the wind like feathers. 

The days passed. 

One morning, the cold returned again, accompanied by snow. 

Alarick appeared with a bag, filled with fruit, bread and fish. But how will I leave now? asked 

Moko. Look at what the sea has sent for you this morning, answered Alarick. Moko recognized 

the canoe he had once used to cross the ocean. 

Alarick handed him his flute. Here, he said. When you have this flute with you, it is as if I were 

with you as well. 

When I have found the edge of the world, I will play your flute so loudly that you will hear me 

and you will know how to find me, promised 

Moko. He hugged his friend hh tightly. 

Moko set sail. Assuring himself that if the ocean had sent him this boat from Mei Li's land, it 

must be because he had yet to discover… 

The edge of the world. 
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What is a season ? 

A season is a period of the year during which the earth's climate changes slightly. The earth 

rotates around the sun over the period of one year, spinning all the while, at a slightly tilted 

angle. This means that the sun doesn't light all parts of the world equally at the same time. So, 

in the earth's journey around the sun, the sun's rays don't always hit the same region 

in the same way. Thus, the climate will change during the course of a year. This is why there 

are seasons. 

In temperate zones, between the equator and the poles, the sun's rays shine inconsistently. 

This is why the climate changes significantly, four times during the year. In spring, summer, fall, 

and winter. 

Conversely, in equatorial regions, the sun's rays shine more consistently, thus the climate 

changes only twice per year, known as the dry season, and the rainy season. 

39.  The Sea Of Ice 

Moko's canoe was gliding along calmly in the middle of a sea of frozen rocks. As night fell, the 

cold became more intense. Suddenly, Moko heard a terrifying sound, as if the hull of his boat 

was cracking. Ice appeared and was preventing him from moving forward. 

The wind picked up and it began to snow. 

Please, ocean, protect me from the ice and the wind and carry me to the edge of the world, 

he cried out into the night. Moko thought to himself that perhaps this time the sea could do 

nothing to help him. He huddled down in the hull of his boat and waited for daylight to return. 

By morning, ice was still all around him and it stretched out as far as the eye could see. 

With a tired heart, he picked up his friend's flute and played it as best he could. As if by 

magic, the flute fell in tune with the wind and began to play a beautiful song. Moko closed 

his eyes and played for such a long time that he didn't notice the ice slowly melting and his 

boat moving forward. 

Little by little, the wind was pushing his canoe along into a radiant sunlit day, Finally, Moko 

stopped playing and opened his eyes. 

A beautiful coastline was visible on the horizon, filled with flowers and enormous trees. Hurray! 

Thank you ocean, waves and wind! Maybe this is the edge of the world, yelled Moko. 

Moko approached this new land, convinced that his friend's flute had saved him from the ice 

and that its magical music had brought him to the edge of the world. 

What is sea ice ? 

At the poles, when winter sets in, the temperature sometimes reaches below minus forty 

celsius. 

When the water's temperature reaches minus one point eight celsius, the sea begins to 

freeze. 
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The first slivers of ice begin to form making a sort of chunky layer on the surface. Then these 

icy slivers join together to make rounded sheets of ice that solidify very quickly. Once the 

surface is frozen over, the ice thickens slowly from the bottom to its top, creating a solid layer 

of ice reaching some two meters in depth, this is called sea ice. Salt from the ice's water is 

sent down into deeper water. Sea ice further thickens over the course of the winter with 

successive snow falls. 

Sea ice floats on the water because its ice is actually lighter than the water surrounding it. 

In the summer, the sea ice melts and breaks up into smaller and smaller pieces, though some 

sea ice closer to the two poles never melt. 

40.  The country of the giant trees  

The day shook its last colors upon the surface of the waves. Moko approached the shore. 

Immense trees lined the coast, hiding the sunset. Moko tied his boat and started walking, full 

of hope. 

"I must finally be at the end of the world", Moko said to himself. As he walked deeper into the 

forest, he noticed gigantic shadows, dancing, in holes of light, at the bottom of big trees. 

The fruit, bigger than the moon, dangled at the tip of the branches. Moko walked for a long 

time, for so long that he started to wonder if this forest had an end. 

"It's incredible, but where is everyone?", Moko wondered. He sat at the foot of a rock to think. 

"Everything is so big here." "The end of the world must be inhabited by giants." 

Moko climbed to the top of a tree to see if he could spot one of the villages of these giants. 

But the forest went as far as the horizon without any roof or any house in sight. Only a few 

mountains stretched out in the distance. 

With evening falling, Moko felt very alone. He watched the night sky, covered with stars, and 

prayed for nature to offer him a friend who would help him to discover this strange end of the 

world. 

What is a tree ? 

A tree is a plant that can grow in hight, thanks to its stiff support structure called a trunk. 

It's comprised of roots, one or more trunks, and branches. The bark that surrounds a tree's 

trunk helps to protect it from the outside world and the elements. This bark can be very thin or 

quite thick. 

There exists thousands of species of tree in every region of the world. They can grow together 

to form forests or they can grow isolated and away from other trees. Trees adapt themselves 

to their environments and to different weather conditions. 

Trees can come in various sizes and shapes. Some trees are gigantic: the biggest, the 

sequoia, is as wide as thirty meters in circumference and can mesure more than one hundred 

meters in height. 
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The baobab tree can be as wide as thirty eight meters in circumference. Trees can live for a 

very long time. Some are as old as five thousands years ! 

41.  The labyrinth forest  

The night gradually left the forest... And light took its place… Creeping in between branches 

and giant plants. 

Moko slept peacefully at the top of a tree. 

Suddenly, a sharp hissing noise woke him. "The giants are approaching!" Moko said to himself. 

"I must hide…" 

He climbed down as quickly and started to run. He ran as fast as he could. But soon, he 

realized that he was alone and in the middle of... Nowhere. "I'm lost, and there is no path to 

bring me back to the sea", he said to himself. "The forest is mad at me for coming here. 

It wants to hold me prisoner." 

Suddenly, from behind a bush, a young girl appeared. She had coloured rocks in her hair and 

carried, on her back, a quiver filled with arrows. She approached Moko.  

"Hello! I'm Totemie.And you? Who are you?"  

"I'm Moko... And I'm looking for the end of the world." 

Totemie looked at him, surprised. "It's not here though." "There are many giants in this forest, 

aren't there?" asked Moko. Totemie was even more surprised. 

"There might be giants", she answered, "but I have never seen them. And this is my country. 

Come, I will show you my village." 

Moko followed Totemie. She made her way through the dense vegetation wherever she 

could. She seemed to know every corner of this gigantic labyrinth of plants and roots and 

branches. 

They arrived at the village hidden among the trees like a grain of sand in the desert. Moko 

suddenly realised that the forest of this country had reveal one of its secrets to him. It had 

introduced him to a new friend. 

What is the amazon forest ? 

The amazon forest is an equatorial forest located in nine countries of south america though 

mainly it is found in 

Brazil. It's the widest, most humid, and most tropical forest on the planet. It's very hot there 

and it receives an enormous amount of rainfall. It's climate is favorable for sustaining life, both 

plant and animal. The amazon forest enjoys the greatest diversity of plants in the world and 

an incredible number of animal species live there. 

The amazon river, the biggest river on the planet, gives its name to the forest and crosses it all 

the way to the atlantic ocean. The amazon forest is a region of great ecological importance 

because of its ability to absorb huge amounts of carbon dioxide, and return oxygen in its 

place. 
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42.  The rock that came from the sky 

Darkness drew across the roofs of Totemie's village. The shadows of big trees danced in the 

light of the moon. Moko watched the night-sky glisten. He sat on his hamac, under the stars, 

and he remembered a big star  he had seen back home. 

Suddenly, a star much bigger and much faster, rose in the middle of the night, tearing the 

twilight's darkness apart like a ball of fire. It crashed into the heart of the forest. 

Moko awoke Totemie. "Quick! Come, something has happened!" They ran towards the light. 

As they approached it, the heat became intense. They then discovered a big rock red and 

burning hot like a fire's embers. It had made a hole as big as the crater of a volcano. It was so 

hot that it started a fire in the forest. 

The fire spread incredibly quickly. Moko and Totemie suddenly found themselves surrounded 

by terrifying flames. "The sky is angry", said 

Totemie. "This fire will swallow us up." 

Moko then remembered Mei Li and her rain-dance. 

He began to dance as she had. Suddenly, dark clouds covered the sky and the rain fell. 

Gradually, the fire was extinguished and Moko stopped dancing. 

"There was no need to be scared, Totemie. A good friend once taught me how to speak to 

the sky." They went back to the village and Moko believed that the clouds from Mei Li's land 

had probably seen him dance, and had come to help him save Totemie's country. 

What is a meteorite ? 

Meteorites are rocky objects that travel through space high above us and that fall to earth. 

Our planet is surrounded by a belt of asteroids that is located between Mars and 

Jupiter, two planets within our solar system. When an asteroid falls and touches down on 

earth, we call it a meteorite. Hundreds fall every day on our land and in our seas. But, 

fortunately, they're often not any bigger than a pebble. When the meteorites that enter the 

atmosphere are big enough, they crash to the earth and make enormous holes, called 

craters. 

Most of the time, meteorites never actually make it down to the earth's surface but instead 

burn up in its atmosphere. These are called: shooting stars. Many believe that it's the fall to 

earth of a gigantic meteorite with a diameter of ten kilometers that caused the extinction of 

the dinosaurs, sixty-five million years ago. 

43.  The mystery of the giant caves 

The sun-rays of dawn inched across the forest. Gradually, Totemie's village came out of its 

sleep. Moko was awaken by his friend. "Come with me. An old man told me that a rare 

mushroom has sprouted. We must find it!" 

Moko followed her wondering all the while, as to what this rare mushroom could be. 

Suddenly, Moko fell into a deep hole, that was hidden by the high grass, and disappeared. 



MOKO, The young explorer 
Episodes 1 - 52 

Une série créée par Arnaud de Buchy et Emmanuelle Reyss © Le Regard Sonore 

And then, just as suddenly, Totemie jumped down the hole as well. 

When she finally met up with him, Moko didn't notice her for he was hypnotised by what he 

was seeing... In front of them, in this giant cave, incredible shapes, lakes, and colours were 

creating an amazing show. Never had either of them seen such a sight. 

They followed a stream of water, as clear as crystal, that wound itself between the rocks and 

the vegetation. At the end of its journey, the stream came out of the cave through a star-

shaped opening in the rocks. Moko and Totemie once again found themselves outside. 

An old man was waiting for them there holding in his hand a mushroom covered in colours as 

pretty as any precious gem. "This is what you were searching for. But along the way, you 

discovered the secret path to the giant caves. 

If you take it, this mushroom has the power to make you forget all about the path that led 

you here. You will never be able to return. What do you choose?" Moko and Totemie knew 

that nature was giving them a very difficult choice, but they decided to take the mushroom 

which would make them forget where to find the path to the giant caves. 

Moko and Totemie preferred to keep this special place secret, so that they could preserve its 

magical beauty forever in their memory. 

What is a Cenote ? 

A cenote is a naturally formed underground river with its entry located in the ground. Just like 

an abyss, a cenote's entry is a big hole similar to that of a natural well. 

Cenotes are filled with freshwater, though sometimes, they can contain a layer of salt water 

when they are located close to an ocean, or sea. 

Most Cenotes formed themselves millions of years ago. By infiltrating itself into porous ground, 

a Cenotes' water can form caves, tunnels and vast vaults. In some places, these vaults have 

fallen and big, natural wells have formed in their place which can reach to levels ten meters 

in depth. Cenotes are found in north america and in central america, but mainly, they are 

found in Mexico. 

44.  The sea of the mountains 

The day was clear and the sky was as beautiful as the ocean. Moko sat on top a high tree, he 

observed the far off forest which drew a line against the horizon. 

"What is there beyond all of that", he asked himself. Then he caught sight of the mountains, 

which stood in the distance beyond the forest. 

Moko went to find Totemie. "Come, I want to see the other side of your forest." 

And so, they made their way toward the mountains. 

They walked, and they walked for so long that Moko thought that he would never see 

anything else other than trees and plants. He missed the sea. At last, they left the forest and 

reached the mountains. 
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As they climbed a rocky path, they were surprised to find some old rowboats next to which, a 

fisherman was resting. "How is this possible?" Moko asked the fisherman. "We're in the 

mountains! Where is the sea?" The man smiled at them. "If the sea is the only thing that you 

desire, then it might just be wherever you look for it." 

Moko and Totemie kept on walking and right next to her village, they discovered a body of 

water that was as large as the ocean. "I know", said Moko. "A huge wave made it's way here, 

swept over this dry country and offered it some water!" 

The fisherman arrived. "My children, what is the need of looking elsewhere when the 

mountain has everything to offer?" This is a lake, and it provides us with everything we need." 

Then the man climbed aboard his boat, and left. Moko and Totemie told themselves that a 

lake was just as wonderous as the ocean and that this lake had been created to console all 

who were too far away from the sea. 

What is a lake ? 

A lake is a large and deep body of fresh, or salt water, that is surrounded by land. Lakes are 

generally fed by water currents coming from either mountains or glaciers. Some lakes flow 

towards the sea with the help of water currents, called emissaries. Other lakes are completely 

surrounded by land and we call these endorheic lakes. 

Lakes can be found everywhere in the world, such as: in an extinct volcano's crater. In the 

mountains, or on grounds that have been formed up by ancient glaciers. Or in places where 

the landshave sunken to lower levels due to the movements of the continents. Lakes form 

important fresh-water reserves for many of the earth's population. Lakes provide not only 

drinkable water, and water to spray crops, but also water to help produce electrical energy. 

45.  The rebelious mountain 

The sky's beauty was reflected upon the surface of the big lake. Moko and Totemie took 

advantage of the wonderful weather. 

Suddenly, a strange noise came from the side of the mountain. "It sounds like a storm", said 

Totemie. "Impossible", answered Moko, "the sun is shining!" 

Moko and Totemie raised to the village. They found its inhabitants in a craze. 

"Run away", they cried. "Or the mud will engulf you." 

Just then, an enormous mudslide appeared, resembling a large cloud, hurtling down a cliff. 

"Quick Totemie! We must do something! In my travels, I have learned how to speak to the 

mountains." 

Moko sprang towards the mudslide, and implored it: "Please spare this village and instead 

take what I hold most precious!" Moko held Mei-Li's rock in his hand. He told himself that the 

moment had now come for him to use it and like her, calm the wrath of nature. Totemie 

stopped him. 
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"No Moko, do not sacrifice your most precious gift! The mountain will not give it back." Totemi 

then took the coloured pearls from her hair and threw them as far as she could. 

Miraculously, the mud ended its destructive journey at Moko and Totemie's feet. "Well done, 

Totemie! You understand the mountains as well as I do." 

On their way back to the village, Moko promised  himself that one day he would offer 

Totemie what he held dearest. Because, he reasoned, that is how one can save the world. 

What is a Mudslide ? 

A mudslide is the rapid movement of a large mass of mud that hurtles down hills and 

mountain sides. A mudslide is composed mostly of water and soil and it can move quickly like 

a powerful water torrent. 

Mudslides occur in arid and semi-arid regions when, after a long period of dryness, torrential 

rains fall and form a watercourse bed. The arid soil on the ground dissolves and blends with 

the watercourse and transforms it into a mudslide. 

Mudslides are very fluid and flow very, very quickly. They are often compared to avalanches.  

46.  The wind's eye 

One morning, Moko and Totemie borrowed a rowboat from a fisherman and together, they 

crossed the big lake. 

Totemie had never sailed before, this was her first time. And for Moko, he was once again 

reunited with the sea's soft waves. Finally, they arrived at the opposite shore. 

A huge plain, sprinkled with crop fields, sheltered several farms. Everything here was calm 

and serene. 

Then, without warning, a dark and ominous shadow twisting upon itself between the sky and 

the earth descended from the horizon. The wind rose and became more violent. The shadow 

was coming closer, sweeping up everything in its path. "We're going to be swallowed up!" 

Totemie screamed. "I know about tornadoes. If she's one, the trees will know how to protect 

us", said Moko. They started to run towards a tree with a trunk so large that nothing, Moko 

thought, could move it. 

They held on to that tree as hard as they could and waited for the wind shadow. It spun 

around them slowly as if it were hesitate. 

Then, after seemingly making a decision, it made its way towards the tree at full speed. The 

tree unrooted itself from the ground speeding up like a feather towards the clouds. 

Gripping on to the tree with all their might, Moko and Totemie saw into the heart of the wind 

shadow. It looked like an eye, at the end of a long tunnel. But then... The eye slowly closed. 

The wind shadow scattered, then disappeared... 

And the tree fell back to the ground. Moko and Totemie were safe. 
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Moko and Totemie told themselves that both their trust in nature and their courage had been 

rewarded. The wind shadow had decided to share with them the secret of it's eye... Or 

maybe, it had simply wanted to see them up close. 

What is a Cyclone ? 

Cyclones, hurricanes, and typhoons are harsh and extreme storms which can be very 

destructive. When a cool air mass meets a very warm and humid zone, mostly found on 

tropical seas, the warmer air rises and begins to spin. This whirlwind amplifies itself as the 

humid air transforms into clouds that spin faster and faster. This whirlwind sweeps away the 

humid air as it sucks in more and more cooler air. This is what creates a cyclone. 

The clouds and the strong winds spin in a spiral around a center called the eye of the 

cyclone. In the eye, the weather is stable, without any wind. 

But the sea is very agitated. When the cyclone leaves the humid zone… For example, when it 

reaches shore or land, the cyclone dies. 

47.  The curtain of foam 

In the dawn's coolness, Moko and Totemie left the vast plain. While they were walking, the 

landscape kept changing, rocks, hills, forests and rivers appeared and re-appeared one after 

the other. "We are likely approaching the end of the world", said Totemie. That's when they 

came upon the shore of a river so large and so beautiful that they decided to explore it. 

Moko and Totemie built a raft. When they were finished, they climbed aboard. They let 

themselves be guided by the gentle wind and the calm current. 

Suddenly, the current became stronger, and a roaring sound was heard. The raft started to 

speed up and Moko and Totemie became frightened. 

"The river is sweeping us away. Perhaps she is angry with us. 

Let's grab on to a branch of a tree!" They snatched at a branch above the river as fast as 

they could... And hung on to it. 

It was just in the nick of time! The raft was swept away from them and into the jaws of a 

gigantic waterfall. An immense curtain of misty foam drew over the river with an infernal roar 

as if the river itself had reached the end of the world. The show was so beautiful that Moko 

and Totemie were no longer frightened. "We're certainly at the end of the world", cried Moko. 

Suddenly, a woman appeared with a bundle of wood on her head. "If you have escaped the 

great waterfall, it means that your journey has not yet ended", she told them. Moko was sure 

that he had seen the end of the world. But if the woman was right, his path would continue. 

"Maybe", Moko thought, "there is more than one "end of the world" and another one waits for 

me, further down the road." 
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What is a waterfall ? 

A waterfall is the dead stopping of a flowing watercourse by a cut or gorge in the ground… 

Like a cliff, for example. 

The water falls vertically to the bottom of the cliff, sometimes throwing water-spray up into the 

air, for dozens of meters before, before again, regaining its flow. The most spectacular 

waterfalls can fall vertically for dozens, or even hundreds, of meters. 

Waterfalls are often stronger during spring, when the snow and the mountains melts and 

feeds the watercourses. Some waterfalls can be very impressive, because of their width, 

strength, and height. This is the case with Niagara falls and the Iguaçu falls, where the 

respective rivers fall their entire width for hundreds of meters. 

48.  The strange mountains 

Under a wondrous night sky, 

Moko gazed at the twinkling stars, knowing that on the other side of the world, the people of 

his village could see the same sight. "What if there is more than one end of the world? How 

would I know which one I'm looking for?", wondered Moko. 

Totemie took his hand. "The answer is in your heart, Moko. Come, let's continue our journey." 

Moko and Totemie walked out into the night. 

As the sun began to rise, little by little, strange shapes appeared in the horizon.  

Moko ant Totemie found themselves in the middle of the soaring mountains, lining a narrow 

pass, which seemed to have no end. Moko asked himself what was at the end of this pass 

and behind the mountains. He thought about it, and then made a decision, dragging 

Totemie into the pass. 

It was dark and the endless road became suffocating and frightening. "We're going to get 

lost", said Totemie. "Let's turn around." "Don't be afraid, Totemie, the mountains are going to 

guide us", answered Moko. 

Moko had an idea. He took out his flute, given to him by his friend Alarick and began playing 

it. The flute's echoes rung out from the mountains, and guided them all along the pass. 

Finally, at night fall, they caught sight of the last mountain and knew that they had made it. 

On the horizon, the moon, like a giant pearl, lit up a plain which resembled an ocean. They 

decided to rest, convinced that their end of the world was near as long as they defeated 

their fears and confronted all their doubts. 

What is a canyon ? 

A canyon, also called a gorge or a pass, is a narrow path which has vertical sides between 

mountains. Canyons are formed after many, many years by the movement of the tectonic 

plates, as well as by mountains and rivers. In the case of rivers, little by little over time, these 

watercourses, along with the wind, dig into a mountain's rocky terrain to forms canyons. We 

call this phenomenon erosion. 
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Melting snow makes its way down a path from the top of a mountain to the lowest point of 

the valley. When it meets up with an obstacle, the water will erode it in order to get through 

or past it. This erosion can sometimes be helped by the presence of underground caves 

located near the flowing water. Traces of this type of "helping hand" can be seen on the 

landscape in the shape of rocky bridges connecting both ends of a canyon. Canyons always 

widen, little by little, as time and the years march past them. 

49.  The face of the world  

The sun was rising, bathing the immense plains, which now resembled an ocean, in the bright 

sunlight. Moko and Totemie gazed at the beautiful scenery before them. A desert with sand 

as white as the snow from Alarik's country. And as hot as his desert. On the ground were 

cracks that resembled the wrinkles on an old man's face. 

Moko carried on for a few more steps but then... 

He no longer saw any road nor path in front of him. A man soon arrived, holding two ropes 

tied to a funny trianlge which was flying in the sky. 

"Do you know where the road has gone?", asked Moko.  

The man, busy with his strange flying triangle, answered: "If the road is no longer on this earth, 

then it must be somewhere else…" He handed them the strings of his flying triangle. 

Moko and Totémie barely had the time to grab on, when a gust of wind lifted them from the 

ground. 

"You must open your eyes if you want to see what some of us have already discovered", 

screamed the man. 

Moko and Totemie were gliding in the sky, their eyes were filled with marvelous things. Never 

had they seen the world from so high up. Moko told himself that the cracks on the ground 

were like the wrinkles of a face, which had seen many wonderous things… It was, Moko 

thought, the face of the world and to be here, and to be able to admire it… Was a true gift. 

What is a salt pan ?  

A salt pan is a superficial lake, composed and comprised of salt. A salt pan is also called a 

salt desert. Situated in hot regions where rainfall is quite limited, a lake's salt water can 

sometimes evaporate over millions of years, leaving only its salt in its place. 

When it rains on a salt pan, the thin layer of rainwater on the salt pan makes it look like a 

large mirror. No plant nor animal can survive for long in these salt deserts. Salt pans can be 

found in various places on the planet, but the most impressive ones are found in South 

America, though mainly in Bolivia. 

50.  The sea's  paradise 

The wind cleared away the clouded sky and danced its way through the sun's light. As Moko 

and Totemie flew above it, the sunshine seemed to give the desert a strange paleness. Never 
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before had the two friends felt so light. In the horizon, the whiteness of the desert opened out 

to the sea. The ocean showed itself gradually, sprinkled with fascinating and muli-coloured 

islands. 

"From up here, we may be able to see the end of the world! 

Let's keep our eyes open", Moko cried. As he said this, he didn't realize that Totemie was 

getting tired of hanging on to the flying triangle's rope. 

A gust of wind suddenly lifted them up and 

Totemie, who was exhausted, simply… Let go. "Oh no", cried Moko. Listening only to his 

courage, Moko also let go… Together, they fell into the sea near some islands in water as 

clear as crystal. 

Neither waves nor current stopped them. 

They gently drifted between the sand and the clear water like a pair of ocean birds. 

Back on the surface once again, they couldn't believe their eyes and they thought that, 

maybe, they had been dreaming. "Perhaps the end of the world only exists in dreams", 

Totemie said. They thought to themselves that the wind, who was no stranger to them, had 

invited them to this place. 

And just as one would give a gift to a dear friend, he had offered them his greatest gift, the 

treasure of his own end of the world. 

What is a lagoon ? 

A lagoon is a body of salt water separated from the sea by a coral reef. They can only be 

found in warm seas. The coral reef forms around a volcanic islands. The island progressively 

diminishes through the erosion and under its own weight, until it sometimes disappears 

resulting in an atoll. 

A lagoon is found between the coral reef and land, and it is generally shallow. However 

some of them can reach forty meters in depth. 

Lagoon can have gaps, also called openings, into which boats can pass. Lagoons can also 

be completely closed. Lagoons shelter hundreds of plants and animals, but especially fish. 

51.  The mystery of the blue holes   

Like a mirror on water, the sun flashed down its reflection between each of the islands in the 

middle of the sea. A sea so bright that it seemed as bright as the sky above it. A few fishing 

boats drifted here and there on the calm surface of the sea. Moko and Totemie couldn't stop 

admiring the island. 

A man approached them. "Are you travelers?", he asked. "Yes", Moko answered. "I intend to 

discover the end of the world."  

"No traveler can reach his final destination without first crossing the blue holes. Take this 

rowboat and let the ocean guide you", said the man. And with that, he left them. Moko and 

Totemie didn't understand what the man was talking about. 
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From the moment they were on board, the rowboat drew itself beyond the lagoon. It moved 

faster and faster and then it started to spin. Totemie grabbed on to Moko, more frightenned 

than ever. 

"Don't be scared", Moko said. "The ocean is strong and she will know how to protect us." At 

that moment the sky changed colors, the sun reflected strange shapes…  

And the sea became blue, bluer even than the sky. The rowboat swas lifted high up into the 

air and suddenly a great chasm appeared. The rowboat spun and spun between sea and 

sky until it disappeared into the heart of the ocean. 

As night fell, Moko and Totemie woke up safe and sound on a sea-shore lined with big trees. 

"It's a miracle!", Totemie cried. "The ocean has brought us back to my home…" 

Moko knew that he had to spend one last night on this beach before setting out once again. 

He told himself that the ocean was inviting him on to the last part of his journey, and that 

made his soar. Moko was happy that he and the sea were friends. 

What is a blue hole ? 

Blue holes are deep, underwater wells. These holes are called blue because they are so deep 

that the water in them is a darker colour than the water around them. 

They are old calcium caves, caved out by rain... And of which the ceiling as falling in. When 

the sea level rose ten thousand years ago, these caves were then submerged. 

These blue holes are often round... And their walls are rigid. Some blue holes lead to 

underwater caves... Others can be found in the sea... While others can be found surrounded 

by vegetation. The most famous blue hole can be found in the country of Belize. Its diameter 

is almost three hundred and fifty meters... And it is some one hundred and twenty meters 

deep. 

52.  The real end of the worl… 

While the first light of dawn caressed the peaks of the high trees, 

Moko prepared for his final journey. As she stared off into the horizon, Totemie's eyes filled with 

tears. "Don't cry", Moko said. "Here, take the most precious thing that I have.  

They will ensure that we will see each other again one day…" And with that, he gave her Mei-

Li's rock, and Alarick's flute. 

Totemie walked into the forest, in silence. 

Moko was at last ready to leave when suddenly, 

Totemie reappeared holding in her hands a bundle of tied leaves. "This is what I hold most 

valuable. But you must promise me not to open this gift until you have reached the end of 

the world." 

As Moko paddled out to sea, he allowed a single tear to rolled on his cheek. By nightfall, 

Moko found himself paddling along a montainous coastline. 
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The sea rose up. A barrier of waves appeared in front of him, pulling him more and more out 

towards the open sea. The wind started to roar and Moko screamed: "Ocean, clouds and 

winds, I am ready this time, guide me to the end of the world." Then Moko stood up straight, 

as strong as the storm itself and as confident as he ever had been before. The elements burst 

out all around him, day after day, night after night… But Moko never backed down. 

Then the sea tired... And Moko found that he could sleep at last. Slowly, his boat came to rest 

on a familiar beach. 

When he awoke, his friend, the old man, waited for him there in silence. Moko then 

understood that the world, as vast as it was, in one way or another, led you back home to 

your end of the world. "What have you discovered beyond this place?", asked the old man. 

Moko reached out to his friend and gave him 

Totemie's gift : In it she had wrapped up Mei-Li's rock, Alarick's flute and the prettiest bracelet 

that Totemie owned. 

What is a cape ? 

A cape is a piece of land projecting out into the sea. We also call some capes points. A 

cape is often the land extremity of a continent reaching out into the ocean. Most capes 

formed themselves about ten thousand years ago when the earth's sea levels had begun to 

stabilize. 

Some capes are made out of rocks tossed up by the sea and the winds. Others are simple 

benches of sand molded by the sea's strong currents. Some capes are very dangerous and 

much feared by sailors who encounter them during difficult navigational conditions. Cape 

Horn in South America, the Cape of Good Hope in the south of Africa, and Cape Leeuwin in 

the south-west of Australia are the most dangerous capes in the world, where violent storms 

and drifting icebergs are experienced frequently. 


