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Here is a hippopotamus 

Hello, Mr hippo! You are a really big animal, with skin that’s gray or a little bit 
brown. You walk on all fours on the ground and despite your weight you can 
run very fast! But most of all, you spend a lot of time in water. In rivers, in 
lakes… you can swim very well and you can stay underwater for a long time! 

But sometimes you have to come out of the water… So your skin gets 
covered in a kind of pink liquid that your body makes to protect you from the 
sun! It’s like wearing sunscreen! 

 (whispers) I’ve heard that you hippopotamus can even sleep underwater, is 
that true? And that you go back up to the surface to get some air, without 
even waking? Now that is really funny! 

Well hey there you, are you still in the water? In fact, you stay there all day 
long, right? Oh, I get it now; it isn’t just to have some fun… Your skin is very 
fragile and doesn’t like the sun! So you get into the water. When we get very 
hot, we sweat and it cools us off… But your skin can’t do that, so to protect 
yourself from the heat, you go underwater where you love to squelch the 
mud! 

When nighttime comes, you go back on solid ground, in the savanna and the 
forest to look for food. But what exactly do you eat? Oh yes, I know! You eat 
grass or leaves, so you’re an her-bi-vore! 

Now could I come a bit closer to get a better look at you? 

Your head is so big, wide and sort of flat! He! He! That’s handy for poking your 
nostrils out of the water with being seen! Your ears and your eyes are perched 
on the top of your skull, so when you are in the river, you can see, hear, and 
breathe without being seen! 

However, when you yawn, you aren’t so discreet! Hey, didn’t anyone ever 
teach you to put your hoof over your mouth!? 

Hey, speaking of your mouth, you sure have loads of teeth, but we mostly see 
the four biggest ones that help you to defend yourself if you or your baby is 
attacked. Those big sharp ones there, they measure nearly 60cm – that’s 
more than half my size?! Ow, ow , ow! 

From here onward, Koumi faces the camera in a close-up shot and now talks 
to the child instead of the animal 
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Hey, did you know this?  

Hey, do you think that “Hi-ppo-po-tamus” is a funny name? In hippopotamus, 
we hear “hippo” – well in Greek, that means “horse” – and “po-ta-mus”, well 
that means “river”! A hippopotamus is a river horse! 

Do you think that it looks like a horse? 

To see one in the flesh, do you know where you should go? 

The hippopotamus all live in Africa, that really big continent, in warm 
countries. But the last species are now in danger and could even disappear 
of we keep hunting them to eat their meat and steal their big teeth! 

So I hope I get the chance to meet a real hippopotamus one day! 

See you soon, mister hippo! 

And now, I am going to look at another animal in my picture book ! Good 
bye, and see you soon !!  
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Here is a Pangolin… 

Hello little Pangolin! I really would like to pet you, but your body is covered in 
scales! But you aren’t a fish, and you aren’t a snake either! No, no, but your 
skin is made this way – you’d think it was a real suit of armor! 

You look so funny when you walk ! When I saw you for the very first time, I 
thought that you were going to walk on all fours. But no, you usually only walk 
on your two hind legs, like me! I have also seen you use your long tail to curl 
around branches so that you can have a rest. 

But when the sun goes down, you wake up and boy, are you hungry! Oooh! 
It’s time for you to go out and look for something to eat! So what are you 
looking for? Some anthills, or maybe some termite mounds, leaves on the 
ground, or clods of dirt… and even… elephant dung! Yuck! 

And what is it that you find inside of it? Oh, right, some insects. You’re an 
insectivore! And your two favorite things to eat are ants and termites! And 
you can catch them using your loooooong and sticky tongue! 

In order to find your food, you rely on smells and sounds. When you get close 
to insects, you smell them, and you hear them, too. On the other hand, you 
can’t see very well! You could really use some eyeglasses! 

Now could I come a bit closer to get a better look at you? 

What a tiny head you have! And there’s a verrrry long and really sticky 
tongue inside your mouth for catching insects. Look at you, gobble them up ! 
I feel like you're enjoying yourself! 

And your teeth… I can’t seem get a good look at your teeth… Ah, of course, 
that’s normal, you don’t have any. Zero!! Not even one! That is pretty rare! 
Hee-hee! Luckily, you only eat very small things! 

You have 5 toes on each paw, with big claws that you use for digging and 
opening anthills.  

Hey, did you know? 

its name, “pangolin”, comes from Indonesia, a country in Asia: pang-goling 
means “the one that curls up”. 
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When it is scared, a pangolin curls into a ball to protect itself with its scales. 
And also, it can start to smell really bad, you know, like skunks and raccoons 
do! Yuuuuuck! But don’t be scared, little Pangolin, I only want you to be safe! 

To see one in the flesh, do you know where you should go? 

Pangolins live in the tropical regions of Africa and Asia, in forests and 
savannahs. 

But they could soon disappear if we keep overhunting them. Luckily for it, the 
pangolin is clever, and he knows just where to hide so that we can’t find 
him… nope! 
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Here is a Fennec fox 

Little fennec fox, you’re sooooooooooo cute! You’re a tiny little fox, the 
smallest in the world in fact, and you live in the sandy deserts of Africa… Some 
people call you the “pocket-size fox” because you’re really very small. Oh, I’d 
really like to put you in my pocket, too! 

You belong to the same family as all wolves and dogs… You have four legs, 
and beautiful, soft beige-colored fur. 

So where is your house? I’ll bet that it’s very well hidden! You live with your 
family, in den burrowed into the ground, or in small-sized caves. You make 
yourself a cozy little nest by lining it with all sorts of nice, soft things: pieces of 
fur, or feathers… and you stay inside it almost all day because it’s much too 
hot outside… 

When the sun goes down, it’s finally time to go hunt… You like to eat all sorts 
of things: little mice, little birds, lizards, insects, and also fruits. A bit of 
everything! 

You are what we call an om-ni-vore!  

Now could I come a bit closer to get a better look at you? 

You have really big, beautiful ears! And they help you hear very, very well. 
That is also why you are a very good hunter! They say that you can hear small 
animals running under the sand and that you can catch them without seeing 
them! 

But your ears are also useful because they help you to release heat from your 
body. It’s important for you to stay cool, because in the desert, it’s really hot… 

So hot during the day, but so cold at night… Luckily, your big, flat and fluffy 
tail helps protect you from the cold; it wraps all the way around you like a 
cozy blanket.  

Your pretty beige coat is the same color as the desert sand. That’s very handy 
when you don’t want to get noticed. I bet you’re the best at playing hide-
and-seek! 

The undersides of your paws are protected by fur so they aren’t burned by 
the hot sand and also to keep you from slipping! 

Hey, did you know? 
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It seems that in the wild, the daddy and the mommy fennec fox stay together 
their whole lives. They raise their young together, and they’ll have more 
because they grow up and leave the den! 

To see one in the flesh, do you know where you should go? 

Fennec foxes mainly live in North Africa, in the vast sandy desert of the 
Sahara, and in the steppes – large plains of short grass. 

Many people have adopted fennec foxes as their domestic pets, but this 
really isn’t a good idea because they’re made to live in the desert… and they 
don’t live as long when they’re removed from their habitat. Anyway, now, it’s 
forbidden! 
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Here is a Kangaroo 

Hey, kangaroo! Wait for me!! It’s impossible to keep up with you, Kangaroo! 
You belong to a very unique animal family… And you’re able to reach 
incredible speeds by using your huuuuuuuge hind legs! Phew… 

You like living with your family in little herds!  

Just before the sun goes down, you start looking for things to eat. Oh yes, you 
prefer eating at night! But what do you eat anyway? Ah, yes, I see, you like 
grass and plants – I know what that’s called! You’re an animal that we call an 
herbivore. That means you’re not a hunter!  

Now what are they doing? Are they fighting or what? A boxing 
championship? Well yes! During the mating season, the males fight because 
the strongest will then be chosen by the female to make babies! Look how 
they lean on their tails, giving each other powerful kicks. In any case, they are 
funny! 

You mother has a pouch on her tummy, but not your daddy! And why is that? 
Oh, right, I see, it’s the baby kangaroo’s pouch! That’s also where her teats 
are hidden, which you drank milk from to grow big and strong before coming 
out and jumping on your own!! That is exactly what all mar-su-pials do! I know 
some others: have you ever heard of koalas, for example? They also have a 
pouch for their babies! 

Just look at how cute this baby kangaroo is tucked inside his mother’s pouch! 

Now could I come a bit closer to get a better look at you? 

Your head looks a lot like a goat, or a ewe, with big ears. But the rest of your 
body is very different! 

And you don’t have hooves, either. You have claws at the end of your legs.  

You very long, muscular hind legs help you take giant leaps, and also to walk 
when you don’t hop. You also use them to hit the ground very hard to warn 
the others in case of danger!  

Your big tail works like a pendulum to help you stay nice and balanced when 
you’re hopping. 

And that famous pouch, well, it’s only for the females – that’s right, they’re the 
ones that carry the baby!  
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Hey, did you know? 

Some species are smaller, and we call them Wa-lla-bies! That’s a pretty word, 
Wallaby! Apart from their size, they’re really no different from kangaroos! 

To see one in the flesh, do you know where you should go? 

You’re going to need a suitcase!! Like a lot of species of marsupials, meaning 
all of the animals that have a pouch for their babies, it’s been a long time 
since there were any kangaroos anywhere besides Oceania, and particularly 
in Australia – that very big island on the other side of the world! 
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Here is a Koala 

Hello my little Koala! You are an animal with grey fur – you really look like a 
stuffed toy with your furry ears and your funny hooked nose! I hear they 
sometimes call you the “lazy Australian” – hmmm, I wonder why! 

You spend most of your time in the canopy – that means on the highest 
branches of the trees. But you don’t have a nest; you don’t have a den – no, 
no, you just sit on your branch of your tree house and you stay there! Yup! 
And mostly alone, by the way, or with your baby, if you’re a mommy. But 
troops of koalas - there’s no such thing! 

To change trees, you sometimes climb down and walk on all fours on the 
ground. But that’s very rare! You don’t really like it, because it puts you in 
danger! 

You’re a mar-su-pial – that means that your mother has a pouch on her belly 
where her baby grows! I know of some other animals that have a pouch, like 
the kangaroo, for example! 

You don’t eat very much, so you have little energy… to save up energy, you 
can sleep up to 20 hours per day… that’s even more than a sloth. Ah, I’ve got 
it, now I understand why you have the nickname the Australian Sloth! 

But you do need to eat from time to time, you know. You only eat leaves, 
bark and fruits. That makes you an her-bi-vore. And your favorite thing is a 
plant called “eu-ca-lyp-tus”. For other animals, this is a very toxic plant.  

Is it true when they say that you never drink water?! I cannot believe it – for 
me, that would be impossible! 

Now could I come a bit closer to get a better look at you? 

When I look at your face, what I notice first is your very big, pointy ears and 
you big, hooked nose! Hee-hee-hee… I’m sorry, but it’s true! But you’re still 
very cute! And this is no wonder, after all, because you hear very well and 
you are very sensitive to smells. It makes sense! 

I also noticed something quite unique on your hands: you have five fingers, 
like me, but it seems you have two thumbs on one side and three fingers on 
the other!  

Hey, did you know! 
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If you look at the skin on the tips of your fingers, you’ll see curved lines that 
make pretty designs. These are called fingerprints. That’s right, the koala also 
has fingerprints on the tips of his fingers, just like us – and like monkeys! 

To see one in the flesh, do you know where you should go? 

To get the chance to meet a koala, you’ll need to take a looong trip around 
the Earth: his home is in Australia – the big island that’s part of Oceania.  

Before, the koala was hunted a lot for its fur. Today, it is a protected animal – 
that means we’re not allowed to hunt or hurt it.  

But it is still in danger because now it’s the forests that are disappearing! The 
koala CANNOT live without a tree house or without eucalyptus, which he 
needs to eat! 
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Here is a polar bear 

Brrrrrr, it’s really cold here… You can’t be too skittish to come here and 
observe you, polar bear! 

You are a bar, a big, powerful animal with fur as white as snow, and you live 
on the ice floe around the North Pole.  

The ice floe? That’s a landscape that forms when ocean water gets so cold 
that it starts to harden, freezing like enormous ice cubes floating on the 
ocean water. Incredible, right? And under it, ther’s no land, just water! 

That’s where you live, my friend! And by the way, your scientific name means 
“ocean bear” – now I know why! 

Certain animals live in herds, meaning big groups that stay together. But not 
you – you prefer to be solitary.  

Near the poles, there are just two seasons: a long, very cold winter, then a 
slightly milder summer. When winter’s over, you dig yourself a den for the 
summer so you can rest while waiting for winter and more food, to return. You 
can go without eating anything for several months! (oh, I couln’t!) 

When you were born, you were so small and light – amazing for an animal 
that will grow so big and so heavy! You’ll need to eat a lot of food to reach 
several hundred kilos when you’re an adult… 

And you hunt this food all alone. You sit on the edge of a hole in the ice and 
wait for a seal to poke his head out to breathe… You also eat other animals, 
walruses, and polar foxes, birds and fish, too… You are an animal we call a 
car-ni-vore. 

Now could I come a bit closer to get a better look at you? 

Compared to your giant body, your head is quite small. It is fairly long, and 
your long neck makes it easy for you to keep it out of the water when you 
swim. I see that your ears are really small, which means they don’t let too 
much heat escape from your body. 

At the end of your snout, you have a lovely black nose! Your have an 
excellent sense of smell – it seems you can even smell seals hiding under the 
ice. 
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Your paws are wide and slightly webbed – and that helps you walk on the 
fresh snow without sinking too deep, and swim fast like you’re wearing fins.  

Hey, did you know? 

We call it the white bear, but his fur isn’t really white. In fact, it has no color –. 
It’s the light bouncing off of surrounding snow that reflects on it and makes it 
look white.  

On the other hand, under its fur, its skin is all black, which helps it stay warm.  

To see one in the flesh, do you know where you should go? 

The polar bear lives far North on our planet, in the Polar Regions: you can 
observe them on the ice floe in these lands.  

Today, we are watching polar bears closely because the Earth’s climate is 
becoming warmer and warmer. If this continues, the water will freeze less and 
less and the ice floe could one day disappear! Then what will happen to the 
polar bears? 
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Here is a Whale 

I feel SO small next to you! You are the largest living animal in the whole 
world, and possibly the heaviest animal ever… it’s hard to imagine!  

Some might think you’re a fish, but no – though you live with them, you are a 
mammal like me, except you are aquatic – that means you live under 
water… You belong to the Cetacean family. 

Aren’t you getting a bit hungry? You are so gigantic – what meal can possibly 
be big enough?! You must eat enooooooooormous things, no? Well, then 
what do you eat ? That’s plankton – mini shrimp and tiny little algae. They’re 
miniscule! Show me how you do it! You open your big mouth while moving 
forward through a bank of plankton, and when you have a mouthful, you let 
the water go out but keep the plankton! You swallow several tons per day! 

Your little calf is too small to eat plankton. For now, he drinks your milk like all 
baby mammals! 

Now could I come a bit closer to get a better look at you? 

Your big body is long and all smooth… with fins, of course – that’s why you 
look like a fish. 

Your mouth is huuuuuuuge, and if we look inside, we won’t find any teeth but 
rather a kind of large comb; that’s what we call baleen! They help you sift 
through your food, and keep only the teeny tiny crustaceans.  

Just above your lips, we see your tiny eyes. And what is this hole on the top of 
your head? Oh yes, that’s your blowhole, a bit like nostrils, that’s how you 
breathe! 

Hey, did you know? 

We don’t really know why, in some species like the humpback whale, the 
daddy whales start to sing at a certain time of the year, and all the other 
daddy whales repeat the same song. And the year after, they remember 
their song and start singing it again, making it a little harder every year! Wow! 
Now that’s mysterious! 

Look at that one, jumping out of the water! hop, woohhoo !! and splatch! !! 

 To see one in the flesh, do you know where you should go? 
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You can find whales in all the oceans of the world. But careful, a lot of whales 
migrate – that means they travel long distances to change place and give 
birth to their babies in warmer waters… 

When they take enormous mouthfuls to eat, they can’t control what they 
swallow and sometimes fill their bellies with loads of trash and plastic bags – 
that shouldn’t be there! That’s why, to take care of the whales, it’s important 
not to pollute rivers and oceans. 
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Here is a manta ray 

Am I underwater or up in the air?? When I see you, manta ray, with your big 
fins that look like wings, it looks like you’re flying! But no, not at all, you are a 
fish, and you get around fast by swimming!  

Like all rays, you have a very flat body, like a kite – but you are a giant ray, 
the biggest in the world, even! 

In Spanish, manta means “blanket or coat”. It’s true that you look like you’ve 
put on a big cape! 

You live alone or in very small groups, close to the water’s surface. Sometimes, 
we can even see you jump! It’s incredible! Woohoo!!! Go on, jump!! 

So what do you eat anyway? Is it plankton? I know what that is! Whales eat it, 
too! I know that it’s like shrimp and algae, only very, very small! Show me how 
you do it! You open your big mouth while moving forward through a bank of 
plankton ! 

Now, you like to look your very best, so you spend a lot of time at the washing 
station getting all clean! And who does it? Your friends, the cleaner fish! They 
clean your mouth, your gills, your skin, even your bobos. They eat all the tiny 
debris they find on you… and that cleans you and keeps you healthy! 
Everybody wins! 

Now could I come a bit closer to get a better look at you? 

Your body has two big triangle-shaped fins that look like enormous wings … 
Your tail is short and your head is quite flat! 

Around your mouth, you have these horn-like things that are really fins - but 
you use them to guide food toward your mouth! And when you swim, shloop!, 
you fold them so they don’t slow you down.  

What do I see on your belly there – they’re gills, of course! We can’t forget 
that you’re a fish, and gills are what allow you to breathe! For them to do 
that, you have to keep swimming so water passes through them… wow! You 
can never rest for long! 

Hey, did you know?  

Manta rays have white bellies. But if you look closely, you can see tiny black 
spots that form pretty patterns.  
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And each manta ray is different – the black spots are unique patterns that the 
ray keeps all its life. They’re like the fingerprints we have on our fingertips – 
they’re unique, too! So you can recognize a ray by looking at the spots on its 
belly! 

To see one in the flesh, do you know where you should go? 

Manta rays can be found everywhere in our planet’s oceans, but only in the 
warmest places near the equator. We’ve never seen a manta ray close to 
the poles – it’s much too cold! 

These are migratory fish - that means they make veeerrryyy long trips around 
the world to reach places where they feel comfortable and can find more 
food… 
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Here is a Japanese Macaque 

Hello mister Japanese macaque!! You’re a very special monkey! You’re the 
only one in the world that lives in such a cold place…  a snow monkey! 
Luckily, you nice beige fur is very, very warm!  

You get around in the tress or on all fours on the ground ! You live in the forests 
of Japan; but never alone – you don’t like that… You stay with the other 
macaques in your family! The mommies and their daughters stay together 
their whole lives. As soon as the boys are old enough, they go far away to live 
with another group! 

You share a lot of things with your family, like fur grooming! It’s very important 
and you do it a lot! It lets you remove the fleas and ticks that bother you… 
and strengthen your bonds, too! 

Hey there, are you finding a lot of lice ? You’re very busy picking them all off! 

What do you eat when you’re hungry? You like all sorts of plants, from bark to 
roots, by way of leaves, flowers, fruits… Mmmm.. but that’s not all! You also 
snack on insects, spiders, and eggs… You find lots of good things in the wild; 
you are an om-ni-vore! that means you eat a little bit of everything! 

Now could I come a bit closer to get a better look at you? 

Your fur is thick to protect you from the cold. Your tail is short – your ears are, 
too – like many animals in cold countries: it stops you from losing too much 
heat. Your face isn’t hairy, no, your skin is smooth and bright red! 

In your mouth, you have two pouches behind your cheeks – these are called 
cheek pouches. When you find a lot to eat, you store all of it in your cheek 
pouches and you’ll chew it later! 

Like all monkeys, your feet have opposable thumbs, just like on your hands.   

Hey, did you know? 

It’s pretty hard to quietly observe macaques because they are very wary! You 
must never look them in the eyes, even for a few seconds. Since they live in 
supportive groups, you don’t want to make them angry! 

Look at them over there… They’re nice and relaxed in their warm bath. What 
is this steaming bathtub anyway?  
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Ah right, I forgot, we’re in Japan! There are a lot of volcanoes there, and in 
some places, spring water comes out of the Earth heated! So when it’s too 
cold, they leave their forest to come here and warm up, like us humans!  

To see one in the flesh, do you know where you should go? 

If you listened well, you already know where the Japanese macaque lives! 
Yes! In Japan! 

This small country is made up of lots of islands of every size, with volcanoes 
and mountains! Winters can be very cold! It’s the only place in the world 
where we find these macaques! 
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Here is a wolf 

Ah, wolf, I know you well. I’ve heard many stories about you – it was you that 
wanted to eat the three little pigs, right?! I know, I know, they’re only stories! 

You’re part of the same family as dogs and foxes… By the way, you’re very 
similar! 

What’s going on? Is it you I hear crying like that? Is that how you talk to other 
wolves? With your howling, you can alert them to danger, say where you are, 
call for help or tell them to assemble! 

You also speak an entirely silent language with the different parts of your 
body: your fur, your ears, your tail…!  

When you’re hungry, what do you eat? Goats, ewes, deer, boars, birds, fish… 
only animals? So that means you’re a car-ni-vore! And you’re a great hunter, 
capable of eating animals much bigger than you! But nobody eats you! 
That’s why everyone’s afraid of you! 

You walk on all fours, and you have pretty grey fur all over! Well, I mean, 
you’re not ALL grey; I know there are black and white wolves, too! 

You live in groups, or families that we call packs! The daddy wolf and the 
mommy – we call her a she-wolf, stay together all their lives; in the pack, only 
THESE two will have babies. 

Oh, there they are now, the “little wolves”! Oh boy! The little wolf pup sure is 
cute when he cuddles his mommy!  

When your milk teeth are replaced with sharp adult teeth, be ready to hunt! 

When you’re all grown up, you leave the pack to find a sweetheart and start 
a new pack!  

Now could I come a bit closer to get a better look at you? 

You’re eyes are almond shaped, and you have excellent vision, day and 
night! 

Your face is long with a nose at the end we call a snout! It’s very important to 
you because it lets you smell – it’s what we call flair. And you have a very 
good flair – that means you smell things very well, even better than dogs! 
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Your ears are pointed and you can move them in all directions to know where 
noises come from. The position of your ears is also a language to talk to other 
wolves: when you start to fold them backward, that means you’re worried! 

Your tail can also communicate, when you lift it very high, you want to say 
that you’re the boss… And when you’re scared, you tuck it between your 
legs. 

Hey, did you know? 

Dogs and wolves belong to the same species.. Today, there are all sorts of 
dogs; some still look like their wild cousin, but others have become very, very 
different!! 

To see one in the flesh, do you know where you should go? 

You can still find wild wolves in all the continents in the Northern hemisphere: 
in America, Europe and Asia. 

Other animals don’t eat wolves, but humans capture and kill them because 
they are afraid of them… 


